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Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

GUESTS!  Welcome!  We're grateful for your presence and sincerely hope that you 
will find our liturgical service to be a blessing as it ties us to the church of past, the 
church in heaven, and to the church of the present—to whom it bears the blessings 
of God’s Word and Sacraments today. 

HOLY COMMUNION and GUESTS (both returning and first-time)…  
All communicants are to have been instructed in and confess the articles 
of faith to which we adhere as a member congregation of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  Therefore, guests (both returning and 
first-time) who—before the service—inform a pastor that they are 
communicant members-in-good-standing of a congregation in 
communion fellowship with those of The LCMS will be invited to 
commune.  We thank guests who are not communicants of sister 

congregations for honoring our convictions and remaining in the pew 
during communion distribution.  We sincerely desire that you commune 

with us.  To that end, we urge you to ask a pastor about the class which would prepare 
you to receive communion in congregations of The LCMS.  All communicants are 
encouraged to review Christian  Questions with Their Answers in the hymnal, pp. 329-
330. 

COMMUNION in the PEW… If, due to health issues, you’re unable to commune at the altar, 
be sure to indicate to an usher before the service your desire to be communed in the pew. 

The Lord God Is Manifested in the Incarnate Son 

Summary of Scripture Lessons for the Day 

The Feast of the Epiphany centers in the visit of the Magi from the East. In that respect, 
it is a “Thirteenth Day” of Christmas, and yet it also marks the beginning of a new 
liturgical season. Where Christmas has focused on the incarnation of our Lord, that is, 
on God becoming flesh, the Season of Epiphany emphasizes the manifestation or self-
revelation of God in that same flesh of Christ. For the Lord Himself has entered our 
darkness and rises upon us with the brightness of His true light (Is. 60:1–2). He does so 
chiefly by His Word of the Gospel, which He causes to be preached within His Church 
on earth, not only to the Jews but also to Gentiles (Eph. 3:8–10). As the Magi were guided 
by the promises of Holy Scripture to find and worship the Christ Child with His mother 
in the house (Matt. 2:5–11), so does He call disciples from all nations by the preaching of 
His Word to find and worship Him within His Church (Is. 60:3–6). 



The Epiphany of Our Lord (observed) 4 January 2026 AD 

T   DIVINE SERVICE   T 
Setting One 

PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  .................................................................................................  # 394 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



The sign of the cross ( T ) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word, our sins, and His promise of Absolution) 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  



The Service of the Word 

INTROIT Psalm 45:6–8a; antiphon: v. 17 

 

P I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 

C Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of  
 your kingdom is a scepter of up- | rightness;* 
  you have loved righteousness and hated | wickedness. 

P Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil  
 of gladness beyond your com- | panions;* 
  your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and | cassia. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 
  therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE ~ Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION  2 Timothy 4:22 

       

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, 
who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

READINGS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 

Old Testament:   Isaiah 60:1–6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will be seen upon you. 

3And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and exult, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 



6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual: Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Choir: Praise the Lord, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle:   Ephesians 3:1–12 

1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to 
me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery 
of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as 
it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6This 
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and 
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which 
was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very least of 
all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
through our faith in him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Chorale: “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” Charles Wesley, 1740 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Thou, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o'er the shades of night. 
Dayspring from on high be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day's return 
Till Thy mercy's beams I see, 
Till they inward light impart, 
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

3 Visit, then, this soul of mine, 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, Radiancy Divine, 
Scatter all my unbelief. 
More and more Thyself display, 
Shining to the perfect day. Amen. 

Text: © 1950 Concordia Publishing House. 
Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. A-726722 

Festival Alleluia (before and after the Gospel) 

 (*Refrain is sung responsively before and after the reading of the Holy Gospel) 

Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Congregation: Refrain 

 

Pastor: O Lord, open our hearts, to listen to the words of your Son. 
 (Your word is a lamp for my feet, and a light on my path.) 

Congregation: Refrain 

Choir: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Copyright © 1999 MorningStar Music Publishers of St. Louis. Used with permission 

  



Holy Gospel:   Matthew 2:1–12 
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, 
for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 

time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that 
I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their 
way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until 
it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 
another way. 

THE CREED  ~  Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And 
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY  .........................................................................................................  # 395 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 
Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 
The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

SERMON “The Bright Morning Star” — Matthew 2:10 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:  P "LORD, in your mercy,"  or P "Let us pray to the LORD" 

  C "Hear our prayer!" C "LORD, have mercy." 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Service of Holy Communion 
T Guests (both returning and first-time), please refer to “Holy Communion and Guests” on page two. 

T Communicants, to receive the Body of Christ in your hand, extend your hand.  To receive our 
Lord’s Blood from either the individual glass or the Common Cup, extend your open hand when 
the cup you prefer is offered. 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what 
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations 
in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested 
the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  



SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 
blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

 ( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues ) 

C *Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven; 
  *give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we 
  forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen.* 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  ~  Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

  



FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .......................................................................................  # 370 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 624 

 

 

 

5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 
As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 
A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

7 With cherubim and seraphim 
Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

  



THIRD DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .....................................................................................  # 400 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



FOURTH DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 396 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

  



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  ~ Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, …  who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  



BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  .....................................................................................................  # 397 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Acknowledgments:  Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. / Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2004 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers. / Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. / Select images and icons: © Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission. Cover Image: Adorazione 
dei Magi, 1435, Tempera on Panel, Stefano da Verona, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons / https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stefano_da_verona,_adorazione_dei_magi,_1435,_47x72_cm,_milano,_pinacoteca_di_brera.jpg. Accessed 
2 Jan 2026. 



~ Announcements ~ 

♦  Sunday Christian Education Classes  ♦ 

Adult, Youth, and Children’s Christian Education Classes are offered each Sunday.   
Christian Education classes begin at 8:30 a.m.  See below for Sunday morning 
offerings… 
SUNDAY SCHOOL … PK-Grade 5 – Meets in designated classroom(s).  Parents please 
pick-up children by 9:35 a.m.  Sunday School includes instruction in the Holy Scripture 
and choral participation in Christian hymnody and song. 
YOUTH CLASS … Grade 6–High School – Topic:  The Epiphany of Our Lord.  Class meets 
in Fireside Room. 
ADULT CLASS …  Topic:  “Advent’s Event According to Saint Luke.”  Class meets in 
Parish Hall, and taught by Pastor D. Bestul.   

COFFEE AND DONUTS in the Courtyard before and after Sunday worship services. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

Mon: 9:30 am — Church Office Closed 
Tue: 8:30 am — Agnus Dei Lutheran Classical Academy – Meets Tue-Fri 
 7:30 pm — Bay Area Lutheran Young Adults Meeting – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Wed: 10:00 am — Morning Chapel 

Thu: 10:30 am — All Saints Bible Study – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Sat: 9:30 am — Pack Away Christmas Decorations – Meets in Sanctuary/Nave 
Sun: 8:30 am — Christian Education (See above for class meeting locations) 
 10:00 am — The Divine Service 
  

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD” … 

♦ For the HARD-OF-HEARING … Hearing-assistance devices available from the ushers.   

[Those with pacemakers should check with physician before using devices].  Additionally, 
♦ For CHILDREN … A room from which the service can both be seen and heard is in the 

back of the sanctuary for children who may need it during the service. 

PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION … If you’d like to schedule an appointment 
for private (individual) confession and absolution, please speak with one of the pastors.  

REMEMBERING IN OUR PRAYERS … The Lord bids us pray for each other (1 Tim 2:1; 
Jms 5:16); therefore, we name in prayer:  Jimmy Coffey, Greg Busch—former member 
(medical); Mai Pham, Mim Balzer, Willard Sievert, Joe Townsend, Stephen Herschbach 
(homebound, or otherwise unable to attend). 

WORDS OF WISDOM … “Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?  There is more 
hope for a fool than for him.”  Proverbs 29:20 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA … If you purchased a poinsettia to adorn the chancel during 
the Christmas festivities, thank you.  If you have yet to submit payment, checks 
($10/each poinsettia) may be made payable to “Lutheran Church of Our Savior,” and 
given to Heidi (Church Office).  You may take your poinsettia after today’s service. 

PACKING AWAY THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS … The time has come to pack 
away the Christmas decorations.  Help needed:  This Saturday, January 10, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 

LWML MITES BOX … The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Mites Box 
will be in the narthex next Sunday to receive contributions for LWML projects. 

LCOS 2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES … LCOS offering envelopes for calendar year 2026 
are found on a table in the Admin Wing hallway. 

2025 CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS … Statements reporting your tax-
deductible contributions to LCOS for tax year 2025 will be available in sealed envelopes 
on the narthex cart by late January. 

ANNUAL REPORTS … The bylaws of Lutheran Church of Our Savior call for annual 
reports to be submitted by all organizations of the congregation.  Therefore, chairmen of 
boards and committees (and leaders of other groups), please submit to the church office 
(for compilation) a report of your organization by Friday, January 23.  Reports may be e-
mailed to office@lcos.org.  Thank you. 

LCOS VOTERS ASSEMBLY QUARTERLY MEETING … The January meeting of the 
LCOS Voters Assembly is scheduled for Tuesday, January 27, 7:30 p.m., in the Fireside 
Room.  If voters are unable to attend due to illness or business travel, please notify the church 
office by 5:00 p.m. of January 27.  Agenda items include presentation of Annual Report. 

PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER … Through the years the Lord richly has blessed spiritually 
and materially members of Lutheran Church of Our Savior, and through their regular 
and extraordinary contributions (i.e., special gifts; estate planning) these have responded 
in gratitude, generously funding the ministry of the gospel near and far.  Please 
prayerfully consider individual weekly and/or extraordinary giving that we may meet 
the present circumstances of funding the ministry of the gospel in our day.  Thank you. 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY MORNING … In preparation for next Sunday morn… 
Occasion: The Baptism of Our Lord; Lessons: Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11, Matthew 3:13-
17; Hymn of the Day: 407, “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord.” 

 

SERVING: January 4 January 11 

Ushers  D. Hall, T.  Lung, A. Sacarelos  D. Bunsey, M. McThrow, I. Bestul 
Crucifer  David Mitby Acolyte Isaac Bestul 
Torchbearers  Henry Mitby, Luukas Kiiski 
Altar Guild  Stephanie Bestul, Julie Gould  Barbara Bunsey, Denise Hankes 
Comm. Music  Walter Mitby.  Walter Mitby 
Counters  Team 2  Team 3 
Greeters  David & Mary Carlson  Tim & Dana Marting 


