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Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

GUESTS!  Welcome!  We're grateful for your presence and sincerely hope that you 
will find our liturgical service to be a blessing as it ties us to the church of past, the 
church in heaven, and to the church of the present—to whom it bears the blessings 
of God’s Word and Sacraments today. 

HOLY COMMUNION and GUESTS (both returning and first-time)…  
All communicants are to have been instructed in and confess the articles 
of faith to which we adhere as a member congregation of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  Therefore, guests (both returning and 
first-time) who—before the service—inform a pastor that they are 
communicant members-in-good-standing of a congregation in 
communion fellowship with those of The LCMS will be invited to 
commune.  We thank guests who are not communicants of sister 

congregations for honoring our convictions and remaining in the pew 
during communion distribution.  We sincerely desire that you commune 

with us.  To that end, we urge you to ask a pastor about the class which would prepare 
you to receive communion in congregations of The LCMS.  All communicants are 
encouraged to review Christian  Questions with Their Answers in the hymnal, pp. 329-
330. 

COMMUNION in the PEW… If, due to health issues, you’re unable to commune at the altar, 
be sure to indicate to an usher before the service your desire to be communed in the pew. 

The Lord Manifests His Glory through His Office of the Holy Ministry 

Summary of Scripture Lessons for the Day 

By His coming in the flesh and by His preaching and miracles, the Lord Jesus shines the 
light of His Gospel upon “the people who walked in darkness” and “who dwelt in a land of 
deep darkness” (Is. 9:2). He also has “multiplied the nation” and “increased its joy” (Is. 9:3) by 
calling disciples to Himself from the ends of the earth. For this purpose, He calls Peter 
and Andrew, with James and John, to follow Him and be “fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). As 
Jesus did, they also go forth “proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and every affliction among the people” (Matt. 4:23). They preach the foolishness of the cross 
of Christ as the very power and wisdom of God. This word and preaching of the cross 
divides “those who are perishing” from “us who are being saved” (1 Cor. 1:18), but it unites 
the Church, the one Body of Christ, “in the same mind and the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). 



Third Sunday after the Epiphany 25 January 2026 AD 

T   DIVINE SERVICE   T 
Setting One 

PRELUDE 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  .................................................................................................  # 836 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1952, renewed 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 

Choir 
Cong 
Cong 
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The sign of the cross ( T ) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

INVOCATION  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word, our sins, and His promise of Absolution) 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  



The Service of the Word 

INTROIT Psalm 22:27–31; antiphon: v. 22 

 

P I will tell of your name to my | brothers;* 
  in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you. 

C All the ends of the earth shall remember 
 and turn | to the LORD,* 
  and all the families of the nations shall  
   worship be- | fore you. 

P For kingship belongs | to the LORD,* 
  and he rules over the | nations. 

C All the prosperous of the earth eat and | worship;* 
  before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,  
   even the one who could not keep him- | self alive. 

P Posterity shall | serve him;* 
  it shall be told of the Lord to the coming gener- | ation; 

C they shall come and proclaim his righteousness  
 to a people | yet unborn,* 
  that he has | done it. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P I will tell of your name to my | brothers;* 
  in the midst of the congregation I will | praise you. 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE  ~  Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION  2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand 
of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

READINGS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE  

Old Testament:   Isaiah 9:1–4 

1 There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 

 2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation; 
 you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4For the yoke of his burden, 
 and the staff for his shoulder, 
 the rod of his oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Gradual: Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 

Choir: Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

Epistle:   1 Corinthians 1:10–18 

10I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same 
mind and the same judgment. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people 
that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12What I mean is that each one of 
you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow 
Christ.” 13Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in 
the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize 
also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 
anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 
not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia: John 6:68 

 

 

  



Chorale: “Break Forth, O Sun of Grace Most Tender” Ludwig Andreas Gotter 

1 Break forth, O Sun of grace most tender, 
And give my troubled heart relief! 
To Thee obstructing clouds surrender, 
And do no longer cause me grief. 
O, let not those return to blindness, 
Who cry to Thee for loving kindness. 

2 My heart is fill'd with deep contrition, 
O gracious Jesus, help Thou me! 
Incline Thine ear to my petition, 
And set from sin and grief me free. 
Be Thou my Stay, my Joy, my Savior, 
And make me rich in love and favor! 

Text: Public domain 

Holy Gospel:   Matthew 4:12–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter: 

 
12When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 

13And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory 
of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might 
be fulfilled: 

 15“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 
 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16the people dwelling in darkness 
 have seen a great light, 
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 
 on them a light has dawned.” 

17From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for 
they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21And going 
on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

23And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. 24So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they 
brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those 
oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25And great 



crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and 
Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

THE CREED  ~  Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY  .........................................................................................................  # 412 

 

 

 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

SERMON  

  



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:  P "LORD, in your mercy,"  or P "Let us pray to the LORD" 

  C "Hear our prayer!" C "LORD, have mercy." 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Service of Holy Communion 
T Guests (both returning and first-time), please refer to “Holy Communion and Guests” on page two. 

T Communicants, to receive the Body of Christ in your hand, extend your hand.  To receive our 
Lord’s Blood from either the individual glass or the Common Cup, extend your open hand when 
the cup you prefer is offered. 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what 
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations 
in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested 
the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



SANCTUS  ~  Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, 
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   

C Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues ) 

C *Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven; 
  *give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we 
  forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen.* 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  ~  Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 



FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .......................................................................................  # 620 

 

 

 

 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 
Whose own feast of love I savor, 
Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
Fits me for the royal hall. 

6 Now have I found consolation, 
Comfort in my tribulation, 
Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

  



SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 631 

 

 

 

 

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness; 
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood; 
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace: 
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God. 

6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear; 
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone; 
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here; 
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun. 

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by, 
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above, 
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, 
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



THIRD DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .....................................................................................  # 688 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



FOURTH DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 643 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE ~ Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 



BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  .....................................................................................................  # 839 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

POSTLUDE 

Acknowledgments:  Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. / Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. / Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. / Select images and icons: © Concordia Publishing House. 
Used with permission. 



~ Announcements ~ 

♦  Sunday Christian Education Classes  ♦ 

Adult, Youth, and Children’s Christian Education Classes are offered each Sunday.   
Christian Education classes begin at 8:30 a.m.  See below for Sunday morning 
offerings… 
SUNDAY SCHOOL … PK-Grade 5 – Meets in designated classroom(s).  Parents, please 
pick up your children by 9:35 a.m.   
YOUTH CLASS … Grade 6–High School – Class meets in Fireside Rm.  Topic:  “The 
Psalms:  Precious & Beloved.”  Taught by Pastor J. Bestul. 
ADULT CLASS …  Class meets in Parish Hall.  Taught by Pastor Debner. 

COFFEE AND DONUTS in the Courtyard before and after Sunday worship services. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

Mon: 8:30 am — Agnus Dei Lutheran Classical Academy – Meets Mon-Fri  
 9:30 am — Church Office Closed 
Tue: 12:00 pm — Phone-In Bible Study – Meets by phone or online 
 7:30 pm — Voters Assembly Meeting – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Wed: 9:00 am — LCOS Homeschool Together Day – Meets until 3:00 pm 
 10:00 am — Morning Chapel 

Thu: 10:30 am — All Saints Bible Study – Meets in Fireside Rm 
 6:00 pm — Choir Rehearsal – Meets in choir loft 
Sat: 10:00 am — Tischreden: Study of Lutheran Confessions – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Sun: 8:30 am — Christian Education (See above for class meeting locations) 
 10:00 am — The Divine Service 
  

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD” … 

♦ For the HARD-OF-HEARING … Hearing-assistance devices available from the ushers.   
[Those with pacemakers should check with physician before using devices].  Additionally, 

♦ For CHILDREN … A room from which the service can both be seen and heard is in the 
back of the sanctuary for children who may need it during the service. 

PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION … If you’d like to schedule an appointment 
for private (individual) confession and absolution, please speak with one of the pastors.  

REMEMBERING IN OUR PRAYERS … The Lord bids us pray for each other (1 Tim 2:1; 
Jms 5:16); therefore, we name in prayer:  Mai Pham, Willard Sievert, Stephen Herschbach 
(homebound, or otherwise unable to attend); Vicar Peter Williams (LCOS-supported 
missionary); Walter Spalding—brother of Karlynn Emanuel, Amir—brother of Monique 
Herschbach (medical). 
 



AGNUS DEI LUTHERAN CLASSICAL ACADEMY… Interested in sound, faithful 
Christian primary education for your children?  Consider Agnus Dei Lutheran 
Classical Academy.  Agnus Dei Lutheran Classical Academy is the day school of 
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, and is the only K-8 LCMS-affiliated day school in the 
South Bay.  For more information, contact Larry Ristow (AgnusDeiLCA@lcos.org) or 
Yvonne Belloncle, or call 408.252.0250.   

2025 CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS … Statements reporting your tax-
deductible contributions to LCOS for 2025 are available in sealed envelopes in the narthex. 

ANNUAL REPORTS … The bylaws of Lutheran Church of Our Savior call for annual 
reports to be submitted by all organizations of the congregation.  If chairmen of boards 
and committees (and leaders of other groups) have yet to submit to the church office (for 
compilation) a report of your organization, please do so by tomorrow, Monday, January 
26.  Reports may be e-mailed to office@lcos.org.  Thank you. 

LCOS VOTERS ASSEMBLY QUARTERLY MEETING … The January meeting of the 
LCOS Voters Assembly is scheduled for Tuesday, January 27, 7:30 p.m., in the Fireside 
Room.  If voters are unable to attend due to illness or business travel, please notify the church 
office by 5:00 p.m. of January 27.  Agenda items include presentation of Annual Report. 

HOW CAN I SERVE? …  Our Small Catechism reminds us that Jesus “redeemed me, a 
lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from 
the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and 
with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him...”  (Apostles’ Creed, Second Article; From Luther’s Small Catechism 
© 1986 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved).  It’s good to be free, to serve. How 
can I serve?  Among the many small, but important tasks to be done at Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior… 

➢ Rinse/clean Sunday coffee pots after post-service fellowship/camaraderie time 
➢ Post provided messages/lettering for LCOS boulevard informational sign 

Interested in assisting in these ways, please contact Pastor J. Bestul.  Thank you. 

LWML MITES BOX … The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) Mites Box 
will be in the narthex next Sunday to receive contributions for LWML projects. 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY MORNING … In preparation for next Sunday morn… 
Occasion: Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany; Lessons: Micah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, 
Matthew 5:1-12; Hymn of the Day: 842, “Son of God, Eternal Savior.” 

 

SERVING: January 25 February 1 
Ushers  D. Mitby, J. Cox, D. Delaney  L. Ristow, J. Bestul, H. Mitby 
Acolyte  Benjamin Bestul  Jonah Pries 
Altar Guild  Beverly Bach, Amy Mitby  Rachael Bestul, Mary Carlson 
Comm. Music  Walter Mitby  Walter Mitby 
Counters  Team 5  Team 1 
Greeters  Dan & Alyssa Delaney  Terence & Elaine Lung 


