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Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

GUESTS!  Welcome!  We're grateful for your presence and sincerely hope that you 
will find our liturgical service to be a blessing as it ties us to the church of past, the 
church in heaven, and to the church of the present—to whom it bears the blessings 
of God’s Word and Sacraments today. 

HOLY COMMUNION and GUESTS (both returning and first-time)…  

All communicants are to have been instructed in and confess the 
articles of faith to which we adhere as a member congregation of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  Therefore, guests (both 
returning and first-time) who—prior to the service—inform a pastor 
that they are communicant members-in-good-standing of a 
congregation in communion fellowship with those of The LCMS will 
be invited to commune.  We thank guests who are not communicants 

of sister congregations for honoring our convictions and remaining in the pew 
during communion distribution.  We sincerely desire that you commune with us.  To 
that end, we urge you to ask a pastor about the class which would prepare you to 
receive communion in congregations of The LCMS.  All communicants are 
encouraged to review Christian  Questions with Their Answers in the hymnal, pp. 
329-330. 

COMMUNION in the PEW… If, due to health issues, you’re unable to commune at the 
altar, be sure to indicate to an usher before the service your desire to be communed in the 
pew. 

The Cross and Passion of Our Lord Are the Hour of His Glory 

Summary of Scripture Lessons for the Day 

The King of Israel comes into His royal glory by the path of humble obedience “to the 
point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:8). He “goes as it has been determined” (Luke 
22:22), according to the Scriptures, willingly submitting to His Father’s plan for the 
salvation of sinners. “Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name” (Phil. 2:9). His suffering and death open the way of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins because He goes to the cross bearing the sins of 
the world. In His resurrection, God the Father vindicates His people and has 
compassion on His servants (Deut. 32:36). He kills to make alive; He wounds in order 
to heal. In remembrance of Him, we praise God, confessing “that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:11). 



Palm Sunday 13 April 2025 AD 

T   DIVINE SERVICE   T 
Setting One 

PRELUDE 

As the children with palms escort the cross, the congregation  
stands and visually follows the cross to the chancel. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  .................................................................................................  # 443 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Processional Reading: John 12:12-19 

The Processional hymn continues 

2 From Olivet they followed 
Mid an exultant crowd, 
The victor palm branch waving 
And chanting clear and loud. 
The Lord of earth and heaven 
Rode on in lowly state 
Nor scorned that little children 
Should on His bidding wait. 

3 “Hosanna in the highest!” 
That ancient song we sing; 
For Christ is our Redeemer, 
The Lord of heav’n our King. 
Oh, may we ever praise Him 
With heart and life and voice 
And in His blissful presence 
Eternally rejoice! 

Text: Public domain 



The sign of the cross ( T ) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 (Silence for reflection on God’s Word, our sins, and His promise of Absolution) 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



The Service of the Word 

INTROIT Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 

 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

C Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 

P Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in | battle! 

C Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 

P Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD of hosts, he is the King of | glory! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CANTICLE ~ Lamb of God (LSB 434) 

 

 

 

 

Public domain 

SALUTATION 

 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon 
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the 
example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Men: 
Women: 

All: 

All: 
All: 
All: 



READINGS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 

Old Testament:   Deuteronomy 32:36–39 

36 The LORD will vindicate his people 
 and have compassion on his servants, 
when he sees that their power is gone 
 and there is none remaining, bond or free. 

37Then he will say, “Where are their gods, 
 the rock in which they took refuge, 

38who ate the fat of their sacrifices 
 and drank the wine of their drink offering? 
Let them rise up and help you; 
 let them be your protection! 

39“See now that I, even I, am he, 
 and there is no god beside me; 
I kill and I make alive; 
 I wound and I heal; 
 and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual: Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a 

P [Christ] entered once for all into the holy places,  
  by means of | his own blood,* 

  thus securing an eternal re- | demption. 

 Therefore he is the mediator of a new | covenant,* 
 so that those who are called may receive the promised  

   eternal in- | heritance. 

 He sent redemption to his | people;* 
 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever. 

  



Epistle:   Philippians 2:5–11 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Lenten Verse: Joel 2:13 

 

 

 

  



Holy Gospel:   John 12:20–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21So these 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And 
Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor 
him. 
27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But 
for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there 
and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 
30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment 
of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of 
death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law 
that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? 
Who is this Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little 
while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who 
walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36While you have the light, 
believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 
When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 37Though he 
had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 38so that the word 
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, 
 and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 

39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 

40“He has blinded their eyes 
 and hardened their heart, 
lest they see with their eyes, 



 and understand with their heart, and turn, 
 and I would heal them.” 

41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42Nevertheless, 
many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not 
confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory 
that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

THE CREED  ~  Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  .........................................................................................................  # 442 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



SERMON “Remaking the Redeemer” 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:  P "LORD, in your mercy,"  or P "Let us pray to the LORD" 

  C "Hear our prayer!" C "LORD, have mercy." 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Service of Holy Communion 
T Guests (both returning and first-time), please refer to “Holy Communion and Guests” on page two. 

T Communicants, to receive the Body of Christ in your hand, extend your hand.  To receive our 
Lord’s Blood from either the individual glass or the Common Cup, extend your open hand when 
the cup you prefer is offered. 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life 
also might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise 
by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 



SANCTUS  ~  Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With 
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues ) 

C *Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven; 
  *give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we 
  forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen.* 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  ~  Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 



FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .......................................................................................  # 438 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Public domain. Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 



SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 630 

 

 

 

 

Text: © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

  



THIRD DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .....................................................................................  # 444 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 



FOURTH DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 428 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



FIFTH DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .......................................................................................  # 440 

 

 

 

 

5 If my sins give me alarm 
And my conscience grieve me, 
Let Your cross my fear disarm; 
Peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
By Your holy passion. 
If for me He slays His Son, 
God must have compassion! 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 
Help me bear my crosses, 
Learning humbleness from You, 
Peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give You love for love! 
Hear me, O my Savior, 
That I may in heav’n above 
Sing Your praise forever. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



NUNC DIMITTIS Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 
only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and 
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our 
hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 



BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  .....................................................................................................  # 441 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

POSTLUDE 

Acknowledgments:  Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. / Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. / Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. / Select images and icons: © Concordia Publishing House. 
Used with permission. 



~ Announcements ~ 

♦  Sunday Christian Education Classes  ♦ 

Adult, Youth, and Children’s Christian Education Classes are offered each Sunday.   
Christian Education classes begin at 8:30 a.m. 
Due to Easter festivities, Christian Education classes will be on hiatus next Sunday, 
but resume the following Sunday, April 27. 

COFFEE AND DONUTS in the Courtyard before and after Sunday worship services. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

Mon: 8:30 am — Agnus Dei Lutheran Classical Academy – Meets M-Th til 3:30 pm  
 9:30 am — Church Office Closed 

Tue: 7:30 pm — Board of Directors – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Wed: 9:00 am — LCOS Homeschool Together Day – Meets until 3:00 pm 
 10:00 am — Morning Chapel 

 11:00 am — We Believe, Teach, & Confess – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Thu: 10:30 am — All Saints Class – does NOT meet this week. Resumes April 24. 
 7:30 pm — Holy (Maundy) Thursday Divine Service 

Fri: 7:30 pm — Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers 

Sat: 7:30 pm — Holy Saturday Vigil of Easter (Assembles in Courtyard) 
Sun: 8:30 am — LCOS Easter Breakfast 
 9:30 am — Children’s Easter Activities – Meets in schoolyard 
 10:00 am — Easter Festival Divine Service 

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD” … 
♦ For the HARD-OF-HEARING … Hearing-assistance devices available from the ushers.   

[Those with pacemakers should check with physician before using devices]. Additionally, 
♦ For CHILDREN … A room from which the service can both be seen and heard is in the 

back of the sanctuary for children who may need it during the service. 

PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION … If you’d like to schedule an appointment 
for private (individual) confession and absolution, please speak with one of the pastors.  

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS … Lenten Soup Suppers concluded this past Wednesday.  
Thank you to all who provided soups/casseroles or who helped facilitate the event.   

NEED A RIDE TO SUNDAY OR HOLY WEEK SERVICES? … If you’d like to attend 
Sunday or Holy Week services, but don’t drive or don’t like to drive at night, and could 
use a ride, please contact the church office (408.252.0345, office@lcos.org). 



 

♦  Holy Week at Lutheran Church of Our Savior  ♦ 
 

Join us for worship as we celebrate the sacred events of our salvation. 
 

       ♦  4/17, 7:30 p.m.   Holy (Maundy) Thursday Divine Service 

       ♦  4/18, 7:30 p.m.   Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers 

       ♦  4/19, 7:30 p.m.   Holy Saturday Vigil of Easter 

       ♦  4/20, 10:00 a.m. Easter Festival Divine Service 

            Easter Breakfast – 8:30 a.m. 

            Children’s Easter Activities – 9:30 a.m. 

             

EASTER BREAKFAST … Interested in attending or in helping to facilitate the LCOS 
Easter Breakfast (Apr 20, Easter Sunday, beginning at 8:30 a.m.)?  Please see Tim Marting. 

EASTER LILIES … If you’d like to provide a lily to adorn the chancel during the 
festivities of Easter, please sign up in the narthex.  Cost:  $10/ea.  Thank you. 

VOTERS ASSEMBLY APRIL MEETING … The April meeting of the LCOS Voters 
Assembly is scheduled for Tuesday, April 29, 2025, 7:30 p.m., to meet in the Fireside Rm.  
If voters are unable to attend due to illness or business travel, please notify the church 
office by 5:00 p.m. of April 29. 

PREPARING FOR NEXT DIVINE SERVICE … In preparation for next Divine Service… 
Occasion: Holy (Maundy) Thursday; Lessons: Exodus 12:1-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-32, John 
13:1-17, 31b-35; Hymn of the Day: 617, “O Lord, We Praise Thee.” 

 

SERVING WEEK OF: April 13 April 20 

Ushers  J. Bestul, J Kiiski, N. Mogor   D. Pries, E. de Vries 
 Wed. D. Bunsey, M. McThrow, I. Bestul 
 Thurs. D. Mitby, J. Cox, D. Delaney 
 Fri. D. Carlson, L. Ristow, J. Bestul 
 Sat. T. Marting, M. Stephens, D. Bestul 
Crucifer Sun D. Mitby       Larry Ristow 
 Thu N. Mogor   
 Fri. Jacob Bestul 
Torchbearer: Sun Henry Mitby, Walter Mitby  Benjamin Bestul, Joseph Bestul 
 Thurs. Luukas Kiiski, Jonah Pries 
 Fri. Isaac Bestul, Jacob Bestul 
Altar Guild Sun Rachael Bestul, Denise Hankes  Ling Chen, Mary Carlson 
 Thurs. Mary & Heidi Carlson 
Comm. Music Sun Paul Kvamme  Walter Mitby 
 Thu Walter Mitby 
Greeters  David & Stephanie Bestul & family  Tim & Dana Marting 
Counters  Team 4  Team 5 


