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Lutheran Church of Our Savior 
GUESTS!  Welcome!  We're grateful for your presence and sincerely hope that you 
will find our liturgical service to be a blessing as it ties us to the church of past, the 
church in heaven, and to the church of the present—to whom it bears the blessings 
of God’s Word and Sacraments today. 

HOLY COMMUNION and GUESTS (both returning and first-time)…  
All communicants are to have been instructed in and confess the 
articles of faith to which we adhere as a member congregation of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  Therefore, guests (both 
returning and first-time) who—before the service—inform a pastor that 
they are communicant members-in-good-standing of a congregation in 
communion fellowship with those of The LCMS will be invited to 
commune.  We thank guests who are not communicants of sister 
congregations for honoring our convictions and remaining in the pew 

during communion distribution.  We sincerely desire that you commune with us.  To 
that end, we urge you to ask a pastor about the class which would prepare you to 
receive communion in congregations of The LCMS.  All communicants are 
encouraged to review Christian  Questions with Their Answers in the hymnal, pp. 
329-330. 
COMMUNION in the PEW… If, due to health issues, you’re unable to commune at the 
altar, be sure to indicate to an usher before the service your desire to be communed in the 
pew. 

By the Preaching of Repentance,  
We Are Prepared for the Coming of the Lord 

Summary of Scripture Lessons for the Day 

“John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, ‘Repent’” (Matt. 3:1–2). His 
preaching of repentance for the forgiveness of sins prepared people for the coming 
of Christ into the world. St. John’s work was historically complete with the incarnate 
advent of Jesus, but his vital ministry continues in preaching Law and Gospel. The 
Son of God has come in the flesh, “a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots” (Is. 11:1), and continues to bear the fruits of righteousness. His good tree of the 
cross is “a signal for the peoples” (Is. 11:10), by which He calls the nations to repentance. 
“With the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips” (Is. 11:4), He slays the wicked 
and brings the dead to life, making sons of Abraham out of lifeless stones. So also the 
“root of Jesse” comes to us, “even he who arises to rule the Gentiles” (Rom. 15:12), that 
“we might have hope” and be filled “with all joy and peace in believing” (Rom. 15:4, 13). 



 

Second Sunday in Advent 7 December 2025 AD 

T   DIVINE SERVICE   T 
Setting One 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  .................................................................................................  # 354 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 1 John 1:8–9 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



 

The Service of the Word 
INTROIT Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b 

 
P In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;* 

 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 

C Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 

P Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 

C O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 

P He is the | LORD our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 

C He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P In the wilderness prepare the way | of the LORD;* 
 make straight in the desert a highway | for our God. 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ADVENT CANTICLE  ~ O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 

  

Pastor: 
Men:  

Women: 
All: 

Refrain: All 



 

SALUTATION  2 Timothy 4:22 

      

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

CHORAL HYMN 

1 "Comfort, comfort ye My people, 
Speak ye peace," thus saith our God; 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Mourning 'neath their sorrows' load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover 
And her warfare now is over." 

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 
Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many_a day, 
Now her griefs are passed away; 
God will change her pining sadness 
Into ever-springing gladness. 

3 Hark, the herald's voice is crying 
In the desert far and near, 
Calling sinners to repentance, 
Since the Kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God away; 
Let the valleys rise to met Him 
And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 
Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o'er earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token 
That His Word is never broken. 

Text: Public domain. 

  



 

READINGS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE   

Old Testament:   Isaiah 11:1–10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 

7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 

9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 
10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the 

nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual:    Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Choir Rejoice greatly, O daughter of | Zion.* 

 Shout aloud, O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 
 righteous and having sal- | vation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord.* 
 From the house of the Lord we | bless you. 



 

Epistle:   Romans 15:4–13 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through 

endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the 
God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
 “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia: John 6:68 

 

 
  



 

Holy Gospel:   Matthew 3:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2“Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when 
he said, 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 
were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ 
for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 

11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat 
into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
  



 

THE CREED  ~  Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again 
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  .........................................................................................................  # 344 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

SERMON “Advent: The Seasonal Spacer” — Matthew 3:1-2 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:  P "LORD, in your mercy,"  or P "Let us pray to the LORD" 
  C "Hear our prayer!" C "LORD, have mercy." 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

The Service of Holy Communion 
T Guests (both returning and first-time), please refer to “Holy Communion and Guests” on page two. 
T Communicants, to receive the Body of Christ in your hand, extend your hand.  To receive our 

Lord’s Blood from either the individual glass or the Common Cup, extend your open hand when 
the cup you prefer is offered. 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way 
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from 
the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 



 

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 
blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 
blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 ( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues ) 

C *Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done 
   on earth as it is in heaven; 
  *give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses as we 
  forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen.* 



 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  ~  Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

  



 

FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .......................................................................................  # 342 

 

 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 

Tune: Public domain 

SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 628 

 

 
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
Raise doubt within my mind. 

6 Oh, may I never fail 
To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
O God, my peace and light. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

THIRD DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .....................................................................................  # 874 

 

 

 

 

5 On Christ, the true bread, let us feed; 
Let Him to us be drink indeed; 
And let us taste with joyfulness 
The Holy Spirit’s plenteousness. 
    Alleluia! 

D 6 All laud to God the Father be; 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee; 
All glory to the Spirit raise 
In equal and unending praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 



 

FOURTH DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 598 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

  



 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  ~ Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, …  who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 



 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  .....................................................................................................  # 346 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

Acknowledgments:  Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book. / Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. / Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. / Select images and icons: © Concordia Publishing House. 
Used with permission. 



 

~ Announcements ~ 
♦  Sunday Christian Education Classes  ♦ 

Adult, Youth, and Children’s Christian Education Classes are offered each Sunday.   
Christian Education classes begin at 8:30 a.m.  See below for Sunday morning offerings… 
SUNDAY SCHOOL … PK-Grade 5 – Meets in designated classroom(s).  Parents, please 
pick up your children by 9:35 a.m.  Sunday School includes instruction in the Holy 
Scripture and choral participation in Christian hymnody and song. 
YOUTH CLASS … Grade 6–High School – Topic:  A new topic begins next Sunday.  
Class meets in Fireside Room. 
ADULT CLASS …  Topic:  “Advent’s Event According to Saint Luke.”  Class meets in 
Parish Hall, and taught by Pastor D. Bestul.   

COFFEE AND DONUTS in the Courtyard before and after Sunday worship services. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

Mon: 8:30 am — Agnus Dei Lutheran Classical Academy – Meets Mon-Fri  
 9:30 am — Church Office Closed 
Tue: 10:00 pm — Circuit Pastors Meeting – Meets at LCOS, in Fireside Rm 
 7:30 pm — Board of Elders – Meets in Fireside Room (or online by arrangement) 
Wed: 9:00 am — LCOS Homeschool Together Day – Meets until 3:00 pm 
 10:00 am — Advent Midweek Service – Matins 
 7:30 pm — Advent Midweek Service – Evening Prayer 
Thu: 10:30 am — All Saints Bible Study – Meets in Fireside Rm 
Sat: 9:30 am — Deck the Sanctuary, Nave, & Parish Hall 
Sun: 8:30 am — Christian Education (See above for class meeting locations) 
 10:00 am — The Divine Service 
 11:45 am — Vocal Ensemble Rehearsal 

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD” … 
♦ For the HARD-OF-HEARING … Hearing-assistance devices available from the ushers.   

[Those with pacemakers should check with physician before using devices].  Additionally, 
♦ For CHILDREN … A room from which the service can both be seen and heard is in the 

back of the sanctuary for children who may need it during the service. 

PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION … If you’d like to schedule an appointment 
for private (individual) confession and absolution, please speak with one of the pastors.  

REMEMBERING IN OUR PRAYERS … The Lord bids us pray for each other (1 Tim 2:1; 
Jms 5:16); therefore, we name in prayer:  Julie Ryan (medical); Michael Grunow, Edmund 
Burdin, William Whorton, Benoit Kai (homebound, or otherwise unable to attend). 



 

Advent Midweek Services 2025 
In this season of repentance and hope, take advantage of the additional chances to hear  

the living voice of your Lord when the Sacred Scriptures are read and preached. 
 

“Songs of Salvation” 
 

      ♦  Dec 3   –  The Magnificat 
      ♦  Dec 10 –  The Benedictus 
      ♦  Dec 17 –  The Nunc Dimittis 
 

 

Wednesday Midweek Advent Services 
10:00 a.m. ~ Matins     .     7:30 p.m. ~ Evening Prayer 

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS:  NEW TOPIC … “Advent’s Event According to Saint Luke”  
Join us for a study of Luke's record of the events preceding and culminating in the birth of 
our Lord.  Pastor D. Bestul teaches the class in the Parish Hall Sunday, beginning at 8:30 a.m. 

ADVENT DINNER … The annual LCOS Advent Dinner is scheduled for NEXT Sunday, 
December 14, 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  To sign up in the Courtyard, see Karlynn Emanuel.  If 
interested in attending, but could use a ride, please contact the LCOS Church Office. 

DECK THE SANCTUARY, NAVE, & PARISH HALL … Join us this Sat, Dec 13, 9:30 a.m., to 
adorn the sanctuary, nave, and Parish Hall in preparation for Christmastide.  All welcome. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA … If you’d like to supply a poinsettia plant (in loving memory 
of a loved one), please sign up on the list in the narthex.  Poinsettia are $10/ea; checks may 
be made payable to Lutheran Church of Our Savior and placed in envelope on Narthex cart. 

LOOKING AHEAD … Plan to join us for the following special services in weeks to come: 
 Advent Midweek Services – Dec 10, 17 (10:00 a.m. or 7:30 p.m.) 
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols – Dec 24 (7:30 p.m.) 
 Christmas Day Divine Service – Dec 25 (10:00 a.m.) 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY MORNING … In preparation for next Sunday morn… 
Occasion: Third Sunday in Advent; Lessons: Isaiah 35:1-10, James 5:7-11, Matthew 11:2-15; 
Hymn of the Day: 345, “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding.” 

 

SERVING WEEK OF: December 7 December 14 
Ushers  D. Pries, T.B.D.  D. Bunsey, M. McThrow, I. Bestul 
 Wednesday D. Hall, T. Lung, A. Sacarelos Wednesday J. Bestul, J. Kiiski, N. Mogor 
Acolyte  Joseph Bestul  Benjamin Bestul 
Altar Guild  Sally Jo Pries, Barbara Bunsey  Ling Chen, Susan Larkin 
Comm. Music  Walter Mitby  Walter Mitby 
Counters  Team 3  Team 4 
Greeters  Rachael Bestul & family  Nonso Mogor 

“Advent” Window.  Lutheran 
Church of Our Savior, Cupertino. 
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