
 

  

Lutheran Church 

of 

Our Savior 

Divine Service 

Sundays 

10:00 a.m. 

5825 Bollinger Road, Cupertino, California 

 

LUTHERAN 
CHURCH OF 
OUR SAVIOR 

5825 BOLLINGER ROAD 
CUPERTINO, CA 95014 

 

PASTORS 

Rev. John Bestul 
Rev. Adam Debner 
Rev. D. E. Bestul 

 

ORGANIST 

Ms. Julie Fleming 

 

WEBSITE  

www.lcos.org  
 

CHURCH OFFICE 

Office Administrator 
Ms. Heidi Carlson 
 (408) 252-0345 
office@lcos.org 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday - Friday 

9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday 

9:30 a.m. – noon 

 

A member 
congregation of 

The Lutheran Church – 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) 

“And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”   - Acts 2:42 



 

Lutheran Church of Our Savior 

GUESTS!  Welcome!  We're grateful for your presence and sincerely hope that you 
will find our liturgical service to be a blessing as it ties us to the church of past, the 
church in heaven, and to the church of the present—to whom it bears the blessings 
of God’s Word and Sacraments today. 

HOLY COMMUNION and GUESTS (both returning and first-time)…  
All communicants are to have been instructed in and confess the articles 
of faith to which we adhere as a member congregation of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS).  Therefore, guests (both returning and 
first-time) who—before the service—inform a pastor that they are 
communicant members-in-good-standing of a congregation in 
communion fellowship with those of The LCMS will be invited to 
commune.  We thank guests who are not communicants of sister 

congregations for honoring our convictions and remaining in the pew 
during communion distribution.  We sincerely desire that you commune 

with us.  To that end, we urge you to ask a pastor about the class which would prepare 
you to receive communion in congregations of The LCMS. All communicants are 
encouraged to review Christian  Questions with Their Answers in the hymnal, pp. 329-330. 

COMMUNION in the PEW… If, due to health issues, you’re unable to commune at the altar, 
be sure to indicate to an usher before the service your desire to be communed in the pew. 

Living as Humble Little Children of the Father 

Summary of Scripture Lessons for the Day 

True greatness is not self-sufficient strength, but humility like that of a little child. 
The greatness of childlike faith receives all good things as gracious gifts from our 
Father in heaven. Apart from such faith, “you will never enter the kingdom of heaven,” 
but whoever is humbled like a little child will be “the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 18:3–4). Though in our sin we deserve to be “drowned in the depth of the sea” 
(Matt. 18:6), we have instead been drowned (“buried”) with Christ in Baptism and 
then raised to the new, humble life of a child of God. The Lord sends His watchman 
to warn us with a word from His mouth, in order that we may not die in our iniquity 
but be turned from our pride and selfishness to live (Ezek. 33:7–9). Thus, we live in 
humility and faith before God as well as in love for our neighbor, which “is the 
fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 13:10). In the reverent fear of God, we do no harm to our 
neighbor, but we “pay to all what is owed to them” (Rom. 13:7) and we “owe no one 
anything, except to love each other” (Rom. 13:8). 



Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 6 September 2026 AD 

T   DIVINE SERVICE   T 
Setting Three 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  .................................................................................................  # 906 

 

 

 

 

Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 3) and tune: © 1982 Charles P. Price; (st. 4): © 1985 The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 

  



The sign of the cross ( T ) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word, our sins, and His promise of Absolution.) 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 
I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION [John 20:19–23] 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  



The Service of the Word 

INTROIT Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

 

Antiphon: P How great are your works, | O LORD!* 
 Your thoughts are | very deep! 

P It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 
 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 

C to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 
 and your faithful- | ness by night, 

P to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 
 to the melody | of the lyre. 

C For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;* 
 at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon: P How great are your works, | O LORD!* 
 Your thoughts are | very deep! 

KYRIE  ~  Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

 

  



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION 

  

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your holy 
inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful 
guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

THE READINGS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 

Old Testament:   Ezekiel 33:7–9 

7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say 
to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn 
the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but 
his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his 
way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but 
you will have delivered your soul.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  



Psalm:  Psalm 32:1–7 
1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 

 whose sin is | covered. 

2Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is | no deceit. 

3For when I kept silent, my bones wast- | ed away* 
 through my groaning | all day long. 

4For day and night your hand was heavy up- | on me;* 
 my strength was dried up as by the heat of | summer. 

5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
  and you forgave the iniquity | of my sin. 

6Therefore let everyone who is godly 
offer prayer to you at a time when you | may be found;* 
 surely in the rush of great waters, 
  they shall not | reach him. 

7You are a hiding place for me; 
you preserve me from | trouble;* 
 you surround me with shouts of de- | liverance. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Epistle:  Romans 13:1–10 

1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of 
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: 



taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You 
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Common Alleluia: 

 

The Holy Gospel:   Matthew 18:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

 

1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 
3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes 
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have 
a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the 
sea. 

7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations 
come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter 



life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal 
fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for 
you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 11For the Son of Man 
came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one 
of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and 
go in search of the one that went astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not 
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not 
listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will 
be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I among them.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

  



THE CREED  ~  Nicene Creed   

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY  .........................................................................................................  # 820 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



SERMON “Perish the Thought!”—Matthew 18:14 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:  P "LORD, in your mercy,"  or P "Let us pray to the LORD" 

  C "Hear our prayer!" C "LORD, have mercy." 



The Service of Holy Communion 
T Guests (both returning and first-time), please refer to “Holy Communion and Guests” on page two. 

T Communicants, to receive the Body of Christ in your hand, extend your hand.  To receive our 
Lord’s Blood from either the individual glass or the Common Cup, extend your open hand when 
the cup you prefer is offered. 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this 
day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



SANCTUS  ~  Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues ) 

C *Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
   as it is in heaven;*

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we 
 forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which 
is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

PAX DOMINI  ~  The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

 

 

AGNUS DEI  ~  Lamb of God John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION 

FIRST DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .......................................................................................  # 628 

 

 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 
    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament 
    Raise doubt within my mind. 

6 Oh, may I never fail 
    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood, 
    O God, my peace and light. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



SECOND DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 618 

 

 

 

 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Tune: Public domain 

  



THIRD DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .....................................................................................  # 642 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



FOURTH DISTRIBUTION HYMN  .................................................................................  # 632 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  



NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon Luke 2:29–32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING Psalm 107:1 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

SALUTATION 2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1 

  

BENEDICAMUS  

  

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 

 

 
  



RECESSIONAL HYMN  .....................................................................................................  # 852 

 

 

 

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
May we each other’s burdens share; 
May we, where help is needed, there 
    Give help as unto Thee! 

6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 
All those who live to live in love 
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 
    All those who live in Thee. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Acknowledgments:  Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book. / Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 
by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. / Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. / Select images and icons: © Concordia 
Publishing House. Used by permission. 



~ Announcements ~ 

♦  Sunday Christian Education Classes  ♦ 

Adult, Youth, and Children’s Christian Education Classes are offered each Sunday.   
Christian Education classes begin at 8:30 a.m.  See below for Sunday morning 
offerings… 

SUNDAY SCHOOL … PK-Grade 5 – Meets in designated classroom(s).  Parents, please 
pick up children by 9:35 a.m.   

YOUTH CLASS … Grade 6–High School – Topic: “Serving Up Salvation.” Taught by 
Pastor A. Debner.  Next Sunday, youth meets with Adult Bible Class. 

ADULT CLASS …  Class meets in Parish Hall.  Topic:  “In His Own Body on the Tree: The 
Salutary Use of the Crucifix and Other Images.”  Taught by Pastor J. Bestul. 

COFFEE AND DONUTS in the Courtyard before and after Sunday worship services. 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 

Mon: 9:30 am — Church Office Closed 

Tue: 8:30 am — Agnus Dei Lutheran Classical Academy – Meets Tue-Fri  

 10:00 am — Circuit Pastors Meeting – Meets in Fireside Rm until 1:00 pm 

 7:30 pm — Board of Elders – Meets in Fireside Rm (or online by arrangement)  

Wed: 9:00 am — LCOS Homeschool Together Day – Meets until 3:00 pm 

 10:00 am — Morning Chapel 

Thu: 10:30 am — All Saints Bible Study – Meets in Fireside Rm 

Sat: 10:00 am — Tischreden: Study of Lutheran Confessions – Meets in Fireside Rm 

Sun: 8:30 am — Christian Education (See above for class meeting locations) 

 10:00 am — The Divine Service 

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD” … 

♦ For the HARD-OF-HEARING … Hearing-assistance devices available from the ushers.   
[Those with pacemakers should check with physician before using devices].  Additionally, 

♦ For CHILDREN … A room from which the service can both be seen and heard is in the 
back of the sanctuary for children who may need it during the service. 

PRIVATE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION … If you’d like to schedule an appointment 
for private (individual) confession and absolution, please speak with one of the pastors. 

LWML MITES BOX … The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (Lutheran Women in 
Mission) Mites Box is in the narthex today to receive your contributions. 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES BEGIN ANEW … You’re encouraged to consider 
attending one or more of the following (for you or your children)… 

❖ Sunday Morning Christian Education—Christian education offered for adults, 
youth, and children.  Meets Sundays through most of the year in respective rooms 
on campus, 8:30 a.m.  Began today.  (See opposite page for class information.) 

❖ All Saints Bible Study—In-depth verse-by-verse study of the Holy Scripture.  
Meets Thursdays through most of the year in Fireside Room, 10:30 a.m.  Begins 
anew Sept 10.  Topic:  “Strange Endings:  Odd Deaths and Heavenly Exits.” 

❖ Tischreden—A study of The Book of Concord:  The Lutheran Confessions.  Meets 
every other Saturday through most of the year in Fireside Room, 10:00 a.m.  Begins 
anew Sept 12.  Topic:  The Augsburg Confession. 

ALL SAINTS BIBLE STUDY … “Strange Endings: Odd Deaths and Heavenly Exits.” The 
two universal experiences of life are birth and death. Though most of those universal 
‘bookends of life’ are ordinary, there are some that are extraordinary. Scripture reports a 
number of them. The class, taught by Pastor D. Bestul, will resume this Thu, Sept 10, at 
10:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. Join the 20+ brothers and sisters who regularly attend. 

DEDICATION OF CORPUS … The finishing artistic touches are being put on the corpus 
(i.e., body of the Lord Jesus) acquired for the altar cross of Lutheran Church of Our Savior.  
The corpus is scheduled to be dedicated next Sunday, September 13 (the Sunday nearest 
Holy Cross Day, September 14).  See opposite page for related Christian Education class on topic. 

THANKS FOR LCOS MISSION SUPPORT … In recent weeks (1) the LCMS Director of 
Missionary Network Care & Support thanked LCOS for its continued partnership in 
supporting LCMS missionaries (certificate posted in Admin Wing hallway), and (2) 
Bishop Juhana Pohjola of the Evangelical Lutheran Mission Diocese of Finland expressed 
his personal thanks to LCOS for its support during time of persecution.  Soli Deo Gloria! 

BAY AREA LUTHERAN YOUNG ADULTS … Are you between the ages of 18 and 40ish 
and enjoy the company of other young adult Lutherans? Join Bay Area Lutheran Young 
Adults (BALYA) on Sat, Sept 19 as young adults gather for Game Night at Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior.  Event begins with Vespers, 5 pm, followed by games & dinner (provided), 
5:45 pm and onward.  For more details contact Michael McThrow or Nonso Mogor. 

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY MORNING … In preparation for next Sunday morn…  
Occasion: Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost; Lessons: Genesis 50:15-21, Romans 14:1-12, 
Matthew 18:21-35; Hymn of the Day: 501, “Come Down, O Love Divine.” 

 

SERVING WEEK OF: September 6 September 13 

Ushers  J. Bestul, J. Kiiski, N. Mogor  D. Mitby, J. Cox, D. Delaney 
Acolyte  Walter Mitby  Benjamin Bestul 
Altar Guild  Ling Chen, Mary Carlson  Barbara Bunsey, Yvette Lanza 
Comm. Music  Henry Mitby  Paul Kvamme 
Counters  Team 2  Team 3 
Greeters  Darren & Sally Jo Pries and family  Eunice Armstrong & Ruth Laney 


