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Rev. Brennan DeForest from the Pastor... 

Dear Saints of Redeemer, 

I have been blessed to be your pastor 
for about a year and a half now. (An opening 
like that makes it seem like I am about to share 
bad news. Rest assured, I have no bad news to 
share, I am simply truly blessed to be your 
pastor!). And a year and a half is plenty of 
time for you to get to know me and me to get to know 
you.  

Which also means there’s been plenty of time 
for you to notice some weird things I do or just things 
I do differently in the Divine Service. Although, after 
a year and a half, most of those things you’ve 
probably grown accustomed to and do not even notice 
anymore. Nonetheless, in case you do have questions 
or still aren’t sure why I do something a certain way, 
I thought I’d take these newsletter articles for this 
upcoming year to discuss some of those things I do. 
We’ll be discussing why and when I make the sign of 
the cross on myself, why and when I bow, why I 
kneel during the Words of Institution, why I add “and 
great joy” to the communion dismissal, and other 
things like that. My hope is that by reflecting on some 
of these things, your regular worship experience will 
be enhanced, and you might even consider doing 
some of these things yourself to strengthen your 
worship experience.  

But before we get into any of those topics and 
practices, we must discuss the matter of “Adiaphora.” 
Adiaphora is a Greek word meaning “things 
indifferent.” Adiaphora refers to practices or rites that 
are neither commanded nor forbidden by God in 
Scripture, but have been introduced into the Church 
for the sake of good order and propriety. You see, all 
the things we’ll be reflecting on in this year-long 
series are matters of true Adiaphora. For example, 
God neither commands nor forbids in Scripture that I 
make the sign of the cross on myself. Since such a 

thing is Adiaphora, why do it, and how do 
you know when to do it? Such questions are 
why it is worth having a series of articles 
about matters of Adiaphora. 

Now the great thing about Adiaphora is that, 
according to our Lutheran Confessions 
(Formula of Concord, Article 10), we are free 

in Christ to decide what Adiaphora to observe and 
what not to observe. Adiaphora are not ways to earn 
our salvation, and so matters of Adiaphora cannot be 
forced upon us since Christ has set us free. Thus, I 
can’t force you to make the sign of the cross upon 
yourself by saying it is required for your salvation, 
since it’s not a requirement for salvation. 
Additionally practices, ceremonies, and rites which 
are true matters of Adiaphora are not divine worship, 
and so no one should be condemned or exalted for 
observing more or less practices which are 
Adaiphora.  

Now, unfortunately the teaching and 
confession about Adiaphora has been abused by some 
in our synodical church body. Our confessions are 
clear that divine worship, the Divine Service, is not a 
matter of Adiaphora, but is required by Scripture and 
should have a uniform and steadfast practice by all 
who follow our confessions. Sadly this teaching has 
been forgotten by those who change the Divine 
Service or eliminate the Divine Service altogether. 
Yes, here I am saying that “creative” worship goes 
against our confessions. And it is my hope and prayer 
that all the churches of the Lutheran confession might 
return to a uniform and steadfast practice of the 
Divine Service.  

And at this point you may be thinking, am I 
contradicting myself? On the one hand I’ve just said 
divine worship is not an Adiaphora and should have a 
uniform practice throughout our churches. On the 
other hand, I’ve said that some 

Continued on page 4 
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Cඁඎඋർඁ Sඍൺൿൿ 
 

Rൾඏ. Bඋൾඇඇൺඇ DൾFඈඋൾඌඍ,  Pൺඌඍඈඋ 

Jൺർ඄ංൾ Vංൾංඋൺ, Oൿൿංർൾ Mൺඇൺ඀ൾඋ 

Dൺඏංൽ Bඎඇඍංඇ඀, Oඋ඀ൺඇංඌඍ 

Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ, Oඋ඀ൺඇංඌඍ 

Oൿൿංർൾඋඌ 

Jൺർඒ Kඋඈ඀ඁ, Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ 

Mൺඍඍ Mൺ඀ඎංඋൾ, Vංർൾ Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ 

Bඋඎർൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ, Fංඇൺඇർංൺඅ 

Mൺඇൺ඀ൾඋ 

Aൺඋඈඇ Aඌඁඐඈඋඍඁ, Sൾർඋൾඍൺඋඒ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Dൾൺർඈඇඌ 

* Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ 

Rඈൻൾඋඍ Rൾൺඇ 

Tංආඈඍඁඒ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Tඋඎඌඍൾൾඌ 

 Bඋඎർൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ 

* Kൾංඍඁ Sංൾආൾඇඌ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Eඏൺඇ඀ൾඅංඌආ 

* Tංආ Kඋൾඌඌංඇ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Fൾඅඅඈඐඌඁංඉ 

Lංඇൽൺ Aඅඅൾඇ 

Sඁൾඋඋං Hൺඋൽඒ 

Dංൺඇൾ Sർඈඍඍ 

Cൺඋඈඅ Vൺඋඅൾඒ 

Sඁංඋඅൾඒ Wංඅඌඈඇ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Yඈඎඍඁ 

*Dංൺඇൾ Sർඈඍඍ 

 

*Bඈൺඋൽ Cඁൺංඋ 

 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries:  https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions 

Higher Things:  https://higherthings.org/content#reflections  

Portals of Prayer:  https://www1.cph.org/portals/default.aspx 

Listen to good Lutheran radio programs at Lutheran Public 
Radio, Issues Etc., KFUO, St. Louis. 94.3 The Bridge. 

Children’s Sunday School is 8:45 a.m.   
Adult Sunday Bible class is  8:45 a.m. 
Thursday Bible Study is 9:30 a.m. 

Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Pඎൻඅංർ Rൺൽංඈ 

Dං඀ංඍൺඅ Dൺංඅඒ Dൾඏඈඍංඈඇඌ 

Rൾൽൾൾආൾඋ Fංඇൺඇർංൺඅ Sඎආආൺඋඒ 

 

Submit prayer requests to Pastor by email, text, 
voice mail, or in writing, using the form in the 

pew rack.  pastorbd4est@gmail.com 
 

(801) 910-6937 or (530) 342-6085 Opt 1 

 

CHURCH INCOME/EXPENSE – ACTUAL: 

January 1 - November 30, 2024 

OFFERING INCOME 157,202.53 

SCHOOL LEASE (5%) GENERAL FUND 4,162.71 

REDEEMER HOUSE INCOME (includes 2023 income of  $8,526) 26,676.00 

FACILITY USE INCOME 835.00 

INTEREST INCOME 5,095.32 

TOTAL INCOME 193,971.56 

TOTAL EXPENSES 178,974.53 

NET INCOME 14,997.03 

RETAINED EARNINGS 73,406.31 

CURRENT BALANCE 88,403.34 
 

See the Office Manager for more information. 

Bංൻඅൾ Sඍඎൽංൾඌ 

Pൺඌඍඈඋ’ඌ Sൾඋආඈඇඌ 
KKXX.net - Tunein.com KKXX 930 AM, 103.9 FM 

Saturday & Sunday 1:00 & 5:00 PM 

Tඁൾ Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Hඈඎඋ 
KKXX.net  - Tunein.com KKXX 930 AM, 103.9 FM  

Saturday & Sunday 1:30 PM 
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William Baving 
1200 Springfield #110 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Brenda Bell 
678 Buttonwillow Ln #28 
Chico, CA  95926 
 
Patricia Bodi  
650 Manzanita Ave #115 
Chico, CA  95926 
 
Sonya Brown  
1351 E Lassen, #112 
Chico, CA  95973 
 
Paul DeGarmo  
2770 Sierra Ladera 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Jackie Eichelberger  
1199 Diablo #232 
Chico, CA  95973 
 
Esther Henry  
14 Discovery Way  
Chico, CA  95926 
 
Larry Pohlad 
2265 Maclovia Ave Apt 160 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Elaine Rubke 
1200 Springfield Dr #213 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Emma Siemens 
1770 Humboldt Rd #202 
Chico, CA  95928 
 

 
 
 

Aർඈඅඒඍൾඌ:  
 Nൺඍൾ Gඋൺൽඈ 
 Eඏൾඋൾඍඍ Lඎඍඁൾඋ 
 Yඎඁඎൺඇ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 

Aඅඍൺඋ Gඎංඅൽ: 
 Bඈඇඇංൾ Hඎඇඍ 
 Lංඇൽൺ Rൾൺඇ 
 Hൺඋඈඅൽ Uඋඇൾඌඌ 
 Lඈඎංඌൾ Uඋඇൾඌඌ 
 

Cඈඎඇඍൾඋ:  
 Pൺඍ Lංඅඅංൾ 
 

Dൾൺർඈඇ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Mඈඇඍඁ 
Jൺඇඎൺඋඒ 
 Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ 
Fൾൻඋඎൺඋඒ 

 Rඈൻൾඋඍ Rൾൺඇ 
 

Uඌඁൾඋඌ:  
 Tංආ Kඋൾඌඌංඇ 
 Tංආ Lൺඇ඀ൾ 
 Tංආ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 Yඎඁඎൺඇ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 

Dඋංඏൾඋඌ: 
 Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ 
 Bඋඎർൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ 
 Tංආ Kඋൾඌඌංඇ 

 
 

Hඈආൾൻඈඎඇൽ 
 

Jൺඇඎൺඋඒ 

 02  Lංඇൽൺ Aඅඅൾඇ 

 02  Rൾඏ. Dඈඇൺඅൽ Jඈඋൽൺඇ 

 03  Mൺඋඒ Sංൾආൾඇඌ 

 06  Nඈൾඅ Kඋඈ඀ඁ 

 10  Dൺඏංൽ Sඐൾൾඍ 

 14  Aඇൽඋൾඐ Jඈඋൽൺඇ 

 14  Bඋං Lඈൿංඇ඄ 

 16  Bൾඋඒඅ Cඈඍඍൾඋ 

 20  Lංඇൽൺ Rඈඐൾ 

 30  Tඈൽൽ Tඁඈආඉඌඈඇ 

Fൾൻඋඎൺඋඒ 

 05  Aඎඋඈඋൺ Pඈඇർං 

 06  Tඁൾඋൾඌൺ Bඎඋർඁ 

 11  Aආൺඇൽൺ Sංൾආൾඇඌ 

 14  Dඎඌඍංඇ Sංൾආൾඇඌ 

 15  Mංർඁൾඅඅൾ Sඐൾൾඍ 

 28  Jඎඅංൾ MർCൺඇඇ 

Jൺඇඎൺඋඒ 

 01  Lංඇൽൺ Rඈඐൾ 

 14  Jൾඋඋඒ Bඋൺඇൽඍ 

 14  Bඋൺඇൽඈඇ Sංൾආൾඇඌ 

 19  Dංൺඇൾ Sർඈඍඍ 

 25  Hൾඇඋඒ DൾGൺඋආඈ 

Fൾൻඋඎൺඋඒ 

 01  Kൺඍඁඒ Sඐൾൾඍ 

 02  Mංർඁൾඅඅൾ Sඐൾൾඍ 

 03  Sඍൾඉඁൾඇ Fඋൺඍൺඅඅඈඇൾ 

 06  Lൺඒඅൺ Hඈൿൿආൺඇ 

 06  Lංൺආ Hඈൿൿආൺඇ 

 10  Rൾඏ. Dඈඇൺඅൽ Jඈඋൽൺඇ 

 11  Aඎඋඈඋൺ Pඈඇർං 

 13  Aඅංർൾ Dඎඋൿൾൾ 

 17  Aඇൽඋൾඐ Jඈඋൽൺඇ 

 19  Gඅൾඇඇ Bൾඋ඀ൾඇൽൺඁඅ 

 23  Lංඇൽඌൾඒ Aඅඅൾඇ 

 24  Cൺඋඈඅ Vൺඋඅൾඒ 

 27  Mංർඁൺൾඅ Tඁඈආඉඌඈඇ 
   

Make donations at 
Vitalant 

555 Rio Lindo Ave.  
And tell them to credit 

your donation to  
Redeemer Lutheran 
Church 

Visit vitalant.org for information 

Tංආ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ: Aඅඅൾඇ - Hඈൿൿංൾ 
Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ: Hඈൿൿආൺඇ - Rඎඌඍൺඇ 
Rඈൻൾඋඍ Rൾൺඇ: Sൺඐඒൾඋ - Zංൾ඀අൾඋ 

Dൾൺർඈඇ Aඌඌං඀ඇආൾඇඍඌ 

Sൾඋඏൺඇඍඌ BIRTHDAYS 

BAPTISMS 

 

Deadline  
March/April  

Redeemer Review  

February 20 

Gංඏൾ Bඅඈඈൽ ൺඇൽ Sൺඏൾ Lංඏൾඌ 



 

Mark your calendars 
for Redeemer’s 100th 

year celebration 
coming October 12, 

2025.  

Plans are being made for multiple events 
during 2025 to mark this auspicious occasion.  

If you would like to contribute ideas, 
historical information, photographs, newspaper 
articles, etc. contact the office at 
redeemerchicooffice@gmail.com or 530-342-
6085.  

December 7th was the first meeting of the 
Women’s Kaffeeklatsch. Twelve women 
gathered in the Fireside Room to discuss ideas for 
future women’s event.  

A cookie exchange 
was held and surplus was 
donated for Christmas gift 
bags for the home bound.  

It was suggested that 
another meeting in 
February would be welcome. Watch for future 
announcements. It is a great way to get 
acquainted.  

 
Mite Box offerings continue 
as we come in to the new 
year. The past year, mite box 
offerings provided funds to 
support many mission 
projects.  

Locally, Redeemer was the recipient of a 
sizable grant to fund outreach to local college 
students. The Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary 
League district includes 
Northern California, 
Nevada, and Hawaii.  

Thank you to all who 
support this mission. 
 

Fඋඈආ ඍඁൾ Pൺඌඍඈඋ...Cඈඇඍංඇඎൾൽ 

Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Wඈආൾඇ’ඌ Mංඌඌංඈඇൺඋඒ Lൾൺ඀ඎൾ 
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of the things I do differently in the Divine Service are 
matters of Adiaphora, and therefore I’m free to do 
them or not. And that’s why it’s good to start by 
discussing Adiaphora, so that we can know what’s 
truly a matter of Adiaphora and what’s not. Notice 
that I wrote the things we’ll be reflecting on in these 
articles are things “in” the Divine Service; they are 
practices and rites that enhance or add to the Divine 
Service. They are not divine worship itself. Thus, the 
things that we’ll be reflecting on are true matters of 
Adiaphora since they are rites and practices that can 
be added to the Divine Service to strengthen our faith. 
I hope it’s clear that I’m not contradicting myself 
given that our confessions allow divine worship to 
have more or less ceremonies in various places, as 
long as the overall structure of divine worship is 
uniform throughout our churches. So come along this 
year, and together we’ll reflect on those ceremonies I 
do and why, in Christian freedom, I do them as part of 
the Divine Service. And my hope is that you’ll have 
the opportunity in your own Christian freedom to 
possibly add them to your own worship. If you have 
any questions or want me to discuss something 
specific, please do let me know.  

Until next newsletter, the Lord be with you,  

   ~Pastor DeForest 

2024 Qඎൺඋඍൾඋඅඒ Mංඌඌංඈඇඌ 

1Q Redeemer Charity Fund, $4,092.98 Faith 
Lutheran Church, Ukiah, California , 4,092.98 

2Q Missionary Dennis Meeker, Kenya - $3,740.80; 
Missionary Daniel Conrad, Mexico - $3,740.80; 
Pamela Boehle-Silva, Always Mercy Kenya - 
$3,740.79  

3Q Lutheran Heritage Foundation - $3,657.28; 
Luther Classical College, Casper, Wyoming  - 
$3,657.28; CNH District - $3,657.28 

4Q Women's Resource Clinic; KKXX Sermons; The 
Lutheran Hour; Issues, Etc.  

100ඍඁ Aඇඇංඏൾඋඌൺඋඒ Cൾඅൾൻඋൺඍංඈඇ! 

Wඈආൾඇ’ඌ Kൺൿൿൾൾ඄අൺඍඌർඁ 



 

6 5 

 

Tඁൺඇ඄ Yඈඎ ൿඋඈආ Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Hൾඋංඍൺ඀ൾ Fඈඎඇൽൺඍංඈඇ 



 

 

 

 

 

Mංඌඌංඈඇඌ - Rൾඏ. Dൺඇංൾඅ ๟ Kൺඍඁඒ Cඈඇඋൺൽ, Lൺඍංඇ Aආൾඋංർൺ 
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Pastor and Members,  Thank you for the generous 
Christmas gift and cards.  Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated.   It is a blessing to serve you as 
organist.  David Bunting 

Thank you to Redeemer members for your 
generosity. I am truly blessed. Jackie Vieira, office 
manager. 

Thank you to all who blessed us this Christmas 
season with monetary gifts, gifts of food or other 
items, cards, and prayers. We are overwhelmed by 
your generosity and cannot thank you enough for all 
the care you show us and ways that you bless us. But 
most especially, we give thanks for all your 
faithfulness to this church and to Christ our Lord. 
With love, Pastor and Abby DeForest  

 

Robert Engelken 
wishes to express his 
heart felt appreciation 
to all who sent cards, 
called, and prayed for 
him during his recent 
illness. 

Linda Sweet says, 
“Thank you to all for their 
love, concern, and prayers 
for her recent surgery. She 
is on the road to recovery 
and for a time can be 
visited at California Park 
Rehab, Room #104B.” 

 

 

  

Tඁൺඇ඄ ඒඈඎ ൿඋඈආ WRC 

Tඁൺඇ඄ Yඈඎ 
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Tඁൺඇ඄ ඒඈඎ ൿඋඈආ Rൾൽൾൾආൾඋ’ඌ Sඍൺൿൿ 

Tඁൺඇ඄ ඒඈඎ ൿඋඈආ Cඈඋඒ Wංඅඅඐൾൻൾඋ 
Sൾආංඇൺඋඒ Sඍඎൽൾඇඍ, Cඈඇർඈඋൽංൺ 

Tඁൾඈඅඈ඀ංർൺඅ Sൾආංඇൺඋඒ, Fඍ. Wൺඒඇൾ 
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Pඁඈඇൾ:  530-342-6085  
Pastor's Phone: 801-910-6937 
Office Manager’s Cell: 530-228-4240 
Eආൺංඅ:  redeemerchicooffice@gmail.com 
Pൺඌඍඈඋ’ඌ Eආൺංඅ:  pastorbd4est@gmail.com 
Wൾൻ Aൽൽඋൾඌඌ:  www.redeemerchico.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranChico 

January/February 2025 

Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod  
750 Moss Avenue 
Chico, CA  95926 
 
 

January/February 2025 

Our Mission Statement 
Welcome to Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, a community of believers saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus 

Christ.  
As a people enabled by the Spirit, we are committed to regular worship and the use of the sacraments, studying and 

teaching the Bible, praying, using our gifts and talents in God’s service, for the caring and nurturing of others and sharing the 
message of God’s salvation so that God is gloriÞed and all people may know Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 
 


