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Rev. Brenmnan DeForest

Dear Saints of Redeemer,

I have been blessed to be your pastor
for about a year and a half now. (An opening
like that makes it seem like I am about to share
bad news. Rest assured, I have no bad news to
share, I am simply truly blessed to be your
pastor!). And a year and a half is plenty of
time for you to get to know me and me to get to know
you.

Which also means there’s been plenty of time
for you to notice some weird things I do or just things
I do differently in the Divine Service. Although, after
a year and a half, most of those things you’ve
probably grown accustomed to and do not even notice
anymore. Nonetheless, in case you do have questions
or still aren’t sure why I do something a certain way,
I thought I’d take these newsletter articles for this
upcoming year to discuss some of those things I do.
We’ll be discussing why and when I make the sign of
the cross on myself, why and when I bow, why |
kneel during the Words of Institution, why I add “and
great joy” to the communion dismissal, and other
things like that. My hope is that by reflecting on some
of these things, your regular worship experience will
be enhanced, and you might even consider doing
some of these things yourself to strengthen your
worship experience.

But before we get into any of those topics and
practices, we must discuss the matter of “Adiaphora.”
Adiaphora is a Greek word meaning “things
indifferent.” Adiaphora refers to practices or rites that
are neither commanded nor forbidden by God in
Scripture, but have been introduced into the Church
for the sake of good order and propriety. You see, all
the things we’ll be reflecting on in this year-long
series are matters of true Adiaphora. For example,
God neither commands nor forbids in Scripture that I
make the sign of the cross on myself. Since such a

thing is Adiaphora, why do it, and how do
you know when to do it? Such questions are
why it is worth having a series of articles
about matters of Adiaphora.

Now the great thing about Adiaphora is that,
according to our Lutheran Confessions
(Formula of Concord, Article 10), we are free
in Christ to decide what Adiaphora to observe and
what not to observe. Adiaphora are not ways to earn
our salvation, and so matters of Adiaphora cannot be
forced upon us since Christ has set us free. Thus, |
can’t force you to make the sign of the cross upon
yourself by saying it is required for your salvation,
since it’s not a requirement for salvation.
Additionally practices, ceremonies, and rites which
are true matters of Adiaphora are not divine worship,
and so no one should be condemned or exalted for
observing more or less practices which are
Adaiphora.

Now, unfortunately the teaching and
confession about Adiaphora has been abused by some
in our synodical church body. Our confessions are
clear that divine worship, the Divine Service, is not a
matter of Adiaphora, but is required by Scripture and
should have a uniform and steadfast practice by all
who follow our confessions. Sadly this teaching has
been forgotten by those who change the Divine
Service or eliminate the Divine Service altogether.
Yes, here I am saying that “creative” worship goes
against our confessions. And it is my hope and prayer
that all the churches of the Lutheran confession might
return to a uniform and steadfast practice of the
Divine Service.

And at this point you may be thinking, am I
contradicting myself? On the one hand I've just said
divine worship is not an Adiaphora and should have a
uniform practice throughout our churches. On the
other hand, I’ve said that some

Continued on page 4




|| DiGiTAL DAILY DEVOTIONS

Lutheran Hour Ministries: https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions

Higher Things: https://higherthings.org/content#reflections

Portals of Prayer: https://www1.cph.org/portals/default.aspx

|| LUTHERAN PUBLIC RADIO

Listen to good Lutheran radio programs at Lutheran Public
Radio, Issues Etc., KFUO, St. Louis. 94.3 The Bridge.

PASTOR’S SERMONS
KKXX.net - Tunein.com KKXX 930 AM, 103.9 FM
Saturday & Sunday 1:00 & 5:00 PM

THE LUTHERAN HOUR
KKXX.net - Tunein.com KKXX 930 AM, 103.9 FM
Saturday & Sunday 1:30 PM

|| BIBLE STUDIES

Children’s Sunday School is 8:45 a.m.
. Adult Sunday Bible class is 8:45 a.m.
sy ——==" Thursday Bible Study is 9:30 a.m.

|| REDEEMER FINANCIAL SUMMARY

CHURCH INCOME/EXPENSE — ACTUAL:
January 1 - November 30, 2024

OFFERING INCOME 157,202.53
SCHOOL LEASE (5%) GENERAL FUND 4,162.71
REDEEMER HOUSE INCOME (includes 2023 income of $8,526) 26,676.00
FACILITY USE INCOME 835.00
INTEREST INCOME 5.095.32
TOTAL INCOME 193,971.56
TOTAL EXPENSES 178.974.53
NET INCOME 14,997.03
RETAINED EARNINGS 73.406.31
CURRENT BALANCE 88,403.34

See the Office Manager for more information.

Submit prayer requests to Pastor by email, text,
voice mail, or in writing, using the form in the
pew rack. pastorbd4est@gmail.com

\ (801) 910-6937 or (530) 342-6085 Opt 1

2
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JACKIE VIEIRA, OFFICE MANAGER
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Jacy KROGH, PRESIDENT
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* JAY ERWIN
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BRUCE HOLDERBEIN

* KEITH SIEMENS
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* Tim KRESSIN
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HoMEBOUND

SERVANTS

William Baving
1200 Springfield #110
Chico, CA 95928

Brenda Bell
678 Buttonwillow Ln #28
Chico, CA 95926

Patricia Bodi
650 Manzanita Ave #115
Chico, CA 95926

Sonya Brown
1351 E Lassen, #112
Chico, CA 95973

Paul DeGarmo
2770 Sierra Ladera
Chico, CA 95928

Jackie Eichelberger
1199 Diablo #232
Chico, CA 95973

Esther Henry
14 Discovery Way
Chico, CA 95926

Larry Pohlad

2265 Maclovia Ave Apt 160

Chico, CA 95928

Elaine Rubke
1200 Springfield Dr #213
Chico, CA 95928

Emma Siemens
1770 Humboldt Rd #202
Chico, CA 95928

Deadline

March/April
Redeemer Review

February 20

ACOLYTES:
NATE GRADO
EVERETT LUTHER
YUHUAN WENSLAFF

ALTAR GUILD:
BonNNIE HUNT
LiNDA REAN
HAROLD URNESS
Louise URNESS

COUNTER:

PAT LILLIE

DEACON OF THE MONTH

JANUARY

JAY ERWIN
FEBRUARY
ROBERT REAN

USHERS:
Tim KRESSIN
TiM LANGE
TiMm WENSLAFF
YUHUAN WENSLAFF

DRIVERS:

JAY ERWIN
BrucE HOLDERBEIN
T KRESSIN

DEACON ASSIGNMENTS

TiM WENSLAFF:

Jaoy ERWIN:

ROBERT RE

AN

ALLEN - HOFFIE
HOFFMAN - RUSTAN
SAWYER - ZIEGLER

|| GIVE BLOOD AND SAVE LIVES ||

|

GIVE BLO
SAVE LI

Make donations at
Vitalant
555 Rio Lindo Ave.
And tell them to credit
your donation to

Redeemer Lutheran
Church

Visit vitalant.org for information

| % BIRTHDAYS

JANUARY

02
02
03
06
10
14
14
16
20
30

LiNnDA ALLEN

REV. DONALD JORDAN
MARY SIEMENS

NoOEL KrROGH

DAvVID SWEET
ANDREW JORDAN

BRI LOFINK

BERYL COTTER

LiNDA ROWE

Tobpb THOMPSON

FEBRUARY

05
06
11
14
15
28

AURORA PoNCI
THERESA BURCH
AMANDA SIEMENS
DUSTIN SIEMENS
MICHELLE SWEET
JULIE McCaNN

BAPTISMS

JANUARY

01
14
14
19
25

LiNDA ROWE
JERRY BRANDT
BRANDON SIEMENS
DIANE ScotT
HeNrRY DEGARMO

FEBRUARY

01
02
03
06
06
10
11
13
17
19
23
24
27

KATHY SWEET
MICHELLE SWEET
STEPHEN FRATALLONE
LAYLA HOFFMAN
Liam HOFFMAN

REV. DONALD JORDAN
AURORA PonNcI

ALICE DURFEE
ANDREW JORDAN
GLENN BERGENDAHL
LINDSEY ALLEN
CAROL VARLEY
MiCHAEL THOMPSON



100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION! |

|| LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE ||

Mark your calendars
for Redeemer’s 100th
year celebration

coming October 12,
2025.

Plans are being made for multiple events
during 2025 to mark this auspicious occasion.

100 3

ANNIVERSARY

If you would like to contribute ideas,
historical information, photographs, newspaper
articles, etc. contact the office at
redeemerchicooffice@gmail.com or 530-342-
6085.

WOMEN’S KAFFEEKLATSCH ||

December 7th was the first meeting of the
Women’s Kaffeeklatsch. Twelve women
gathered in the Fireside Room to discuss ideas for
future women’s event.

A cookie exchange |
was held and surplus was
donated for Christmas gift

bags for the home bound.

It was suggested that
another meeting in
February would be welcome. Watch for future
announcements. It is a great way to get
acquainted.

2024 QUARTERLY MISSIONS ||

1Q Redeemer Charity Fund, $4,092.98 Faith

Lutheran Church, Ukiah, California , 4,092.98

2Q Missionary Dennis Meeker, Kenya - $3,740.80;
Missionary Daniel Conrad, Mexico - $3,740.80;
Pamela Boehle-Silva, Always Mercy Kenya -

$3,740.79

3Q Lutheran Heritage Foundation - $3,657.28;
Luther Classical College, Casper, Wyoming -

$3,657.28; CNH District - $3,657.28
4Q

Women's Resource Clinic; KKXX Sermons; The
Lutheran Hour; Issues, Etc.

Mite Box offerings continue
as we come in to the new
year. The past year, mite box
offerings provided funds to
support many mission
projects.

A
+
LML

Locally, Redeemer was the recipient of a
sizable grant to fund outreach to local college
students. The Lutheran
Women’s Missionary
League district includes
Northern California,
Nevada, and Hawaii.

<

Thank you to all who LA

support this mission.

|| FrOM THE PASTOR...CONTINUED ||

of the things I do differently in the Divine Service are
matters of Adiaphora, and therefore I'm free to do
them or not. And that’s why it’s good to start by
discussing Adiaphora, so that we can know what’s
truly a matter of Adiaphora and what’s not. Notice
that I wrote the things we’ll be reflecting on in these
articles are things “in” the Divine Service; they are
practices and rites that enhance or add to the Divine
Service. They are not divine worship itself. Thus, the
things that we’ll be reflecting on are true matters of
Adiaphora since they are rites and practices that can
be added to the Divine Service to strengthen our faith.
I hope it’s clear that I’'m not contradicting myself
given that our confessions allow divine worship to
have more or less ceremonies in various places, as
long as the overall structure of divine worship is
uniform throughout our churches. So come along this
year, and together we’ll reflect on those ceremonies I
do and why, in Christian freedom, I do them as part of
the Divine Service. And my hope is that you’ll have
the opportunity in your own Christian freedom to
possibly add them to your own worship. If you have
any questions or want me to discuss something
specific, please do let me know.

Until next newsletter, the Lord be with you,

~Pastor DeForest



THANK YOU FROM LUTHERAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

LUTHERAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Translating and Publishing Lutheran Resources Around the World

51474 Romeo Plank Road * Macomb, MI 48042 = (800)554-0723
Fax (586)781-7954 s www.LHFmissions.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church
The Rev. Brennan T. DeForest
750 Moss Ave

Chico, CA 95926-2900

Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Dear Rev. DeForest,

LHF BOOK

For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. (Romans |
3:28, ESV) OF THE MONTH:

Thai Jesus Never Fails
devotion booklet

Your gifts are
sending Bible
devotions to
suffering Thai
families who
have suffered
severe floods.

That Reformation message continues to resound, all the more so in an increasingly
dark world. The hope of the Gospel by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ
alone, is where we stand and will continue to stand. As the Lutheran Heritage
Foundation celebrates its 32nd year of translating, publishing, distributing and
introducing books that are Bible-based, Christ-centered and Reformation-driven, we
thank you for your steadfast support of this mission.

What began in Russia thirty-two years ago after the fall of communism has now
expanded to 170 languages in 96 countries. It is by God’s grace alone that this work
has spread because we know His desire is that all would come to faith in His Son,

Jesus Christ. Q/)/é (u,\S(//‘U‘&A/ Kec{eﬁrmf MZFVIW

God’s peace and grace be with you all this Reformation season, (»M //’d fgp }é/‘-off’s T Ay l/
tth Hese __Feneraus S u«,@ portl of Z%/ I ”U

Rev. Dr. Matthew Heise wg are T f/& Q/A/ 7%’* siry(

Executive Director of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation rISTions pa Ve A 7/ ¢ ,u( ble MQ ;éw

THIS IS YOUR GIFT RECEIPT. Please retain for tax purposes. No goods or services were exchanged for thi
charitable donation. Your tax-deductible contribution: $3,657.28 received on 10/24/2024 to General Mlssmn
Fund 3Q Missions

Returning this portion with your next gift helps ensure proper designation.
Please make checks payable to “The Lutheran Heritage Foundation” and use the envelope provided.

Direct my gift to:

[] The same fund as before: General Mission Fundzd [Qe ¢ RN Y é ?"WJ
[] A different project: as k

[] Where needed most M‘““"’Q A

Redeemer Lutheran Church

The Rev. Brennan T. DeForest "
750 Moss Ave 2» K, [k | Foundan

Chico, CA 95926-2900



MissIONS - REv. DANIEL & KATHY CONRAD, LATIN AMERICA I

R, C —
Rev. Daniel and Kathy Conrad B

November 19, 2024

Dear Members of Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church,

Grace mercy and peace be with all of you from God the father and our Lord Jesus Christ
Amen. The Thanksgiving holiday is quickly approaching. Accordingly, our missionary team in
the Dominican Republic is preparing for the joint worship service and Thanksgiving meal. We
look forward to a great time of sharing and fellowship.

Dan and I arrived in the Dominican Republic in January of this year after serving for nine
years in Mexico. Little by little we are getting used to the Dominican culture. Spanish is the
predominant language in both Mexico and the Dominican Republic. Nonetheless there exist
many differences in the pronunciation and local idioms. We give thanks to God for the support
that has made our transition possible. Dan’s responsibilities Include teaching at the seminary and
serving as the regional chaplain for the Spanish speaking missionaries. During this semester he
is teaching Biblical Greek and Hebrew. His seminary students hail from: Argentina, Bolivia,
Chile, Haiti, and Mexico. Remember these future pastors in your prayers as they prepare to serve
the Lord in their respective countries.

Last August Dan slipped on the sidewalk and broke his ankle. He underwent surgery to
reattach a bone and a ligament. Since that time, he has had to use crutches and a wheelchair. The
therapy was successful and he is improving little by little. During this down time, Dan has been
teaching his seminary classes in our home. We give thanks to God for the great effort that the
seminarians are making this semester as they complete their studies.

The Dominican Republic does not celebrate the American Thanksgiving Day. The people
are very busy preparing for the upcoming Christmas and New Year's celebrations. We pray but
all of you have blessed Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and New Year's celebrations. Thank
you again for your support and prayers. Enclosed please find our prayer card photo of the two of
us pposing with seminarian Francisco, His wife, and three children. Francisco is from Chile.
Your ongoing finical support and prayers assist Francisco in his preparation for the Holy
Ministry. God's richest blessings to all oy you!!

“...To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to
be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and
ever! Amen.” (Revelation 1:5,6)

In Christ,

.

PRAY FOR Rev. Daniel and Kathy Conrad
_ Daniel.Conrad@lcms.org lems.org/international
Rev. Daniel and lems.org/conrad
Kathy Conrad BIRTHDAYS: ANNIVERSARY:
and their Daniel - July 6 May13 You can support our work for

daughter Ana Kathy~ July 30 HOME DISTRICT: = the LCMS in the Dominican
Serving the Lol - California-Nevada-Hawaii

in Mexico The Rev. Daniel and Kathy Conrad serve the Lord through

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) in the E + .E ELECTRONIC
Dominican Republic. In this role, Daniel serves as a profes- 7] GIVING
sor at Concordia the Reformer Seminary in Palmar Arriba, To give securel,

r g y
Dominican Republic. The seminary provides theological H online, scan the
education to future pastors who come from 11 countries. E QR code or visit

in Latin America. By the grace of God, Daniel helps prepare lems.org/conrad
pastors who will serve throughout the region

Pray for the Conrads as they serve in the Dominican e ety
Republic. Ask God to give Daniel strength and wisdom as he bpiel il
teaches future pastors, as well as to raise up more pastors to
serve His people throughout Latin America. Let us give thanks
that the Conrads are serving God’s children in this part of
the world.

Republic.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.0. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Memo “Conrad-Dominican Republic”




|| THANK YOU FROM REDEEMER’S STAFF || || THANK YOU

Pastor and Members, Thank you for the generous

Christmas gift and cards. Your thoughtfulness is

greatly appreciated. It is a blessing to serve you as

organist. David Bunting

Thank you to Redeemer members for your
generosity. I am truly blessed. Jackie Vieira, office
manager.

Thank you to all who blessed us this Christmas
season with monetary gifts, gifts of food or other
items, cards, and prayers. We are overwhelmed by

your generosity and cannot thank you enough for all
the care you show us and ways that you bless us. But

most especially, we give thanks for all your
faithfulness to this church and to Christ our Lord.
With love, Pastor and Abby DeForest

THANK YOU FROM WRC

HMERRY
f?[?_Q,]‘%i Jlmag

Wed ke o x“s&éj ‘"—/MQY\Y.; \\;)ofx Lo Sow‘m:tg

Seed in o s m\‘mfﬁn&

3, Oordn. We “prov s owe ac Mex
7 %QQ\\Y\SMQS &nc\\a C\% Poppy New Weaté,v

T - Blessinag,

Robert Engelken
wishes to express his
heart felt appreciation
to all who sent cards,
called, and prayed for
him during his recent
illness.

Linda Sweet says,
“Thank you to all for their
love, concern, and prayers
for her recent surgery. She
is on the road to recovery
and for a time can be
visited at California Park
Rehab, Room #104B.”

THANK YOU FROM CORY WILLWEBER
SEMINARY STUDENT, CONCORDIA

tver Y \ears.
Enclosed are I'Fbrgef\ Mz No¥ Seeds Ror LJO\)\V

‘f 2 Bowor, Cera, Kim, Mehssa. aed Brenda,

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, FT. WAYNE
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Carnehl wrote:

Early in 1522, angry crowds in
{2 Wittenberg broke stained glass,
J§ burned paintings, and toppled
3| statues of Mary and the child Jesus.
Inspired by the iconoclastic rhetoric of scholar
and reformer Andreas Bodenstein von Carlstadk,
the rabble believed they were upholding the
ancient commandment against idolatry by
smashing the sacred art of the city church. When
Luther returned in early March, he put an
immediate end to the violent destruction by
preaching a series of powerful sermons in which

1’16 COI’ldeTlCd thC unruly violence.

This Carlstadt was not the first to destroy imagery in the
Church in the name of God, and the first Lutherans were
not the first to resist such destruction and misuse of God’s
name. Two major waves of iconoclasm washed over the
Christian East during the first millennium of Christianity,
the first in AD 726-787 and the second in AD 814-842. Far
from being a fringe movement, the widespread destruction
of religious imagery in churches and other public places
during these times was encouraged and enforced by some
Christian imperial and episcopal authority, and it included
persecution of those who supported the use and veneration
of Christian iconography. During these times, a great deal
of Christian artwork was lost in precisely those places
where it was born and flourished, the eastern centers of
Christianity.

However, some very ancient works survived. One such
survivor is the artwork here, called “Christ Pantokrator,”

that is, “Christ Almighty.” It is located at St. Catherine’s
Monastery at Mount Sinai. The monastery was founded

32 | CHRISTIAN CULTURE

under the Emperor Justinian I (c. AD 482-565) toward the
end of his reign. This icon dates from that same period, and
Justinian may have been the one who gave it to the

monastery.
s 2 o O e S gz o 1
It is the “first icon” ot image of Christ in several senses.

It is one of the oldest depictions of Jesus Christ that sur-
vives to this day, and it is the oldest depiction of the Christ
Pantokrator motif. This motif; in turn, is one of the earliest
consistent ways of depicting Christ in the early Church. It
aims to grasp, display, and confront the viewer with the
central truth of the cosmos: Jesus has conquered and now
reigns over all. The elements of the motif include the face
of Christ pointed directly toward the viewer, with the
Lord dressed in kingly clothing. In His left hand He holds
a book, and with His right hand He gestures. The book can
be variously interpreted as the Gospel or as the Book of
Life, mentioned many times in the Revelation. In some im-
ages the book is open, and text, often a passage from the
Gospels, is present; in other cases the book is closed, as in
this image. The gesture He makes with His right hand is
either of teaching (following the gesture conventions of
the Roman oratorical tradition), or of blessing, or of both.
Many Lutheran pastors use a similar hand posture today
when tracing the sign of the cross over the congregation at
the conclusion of the Divine Service.

When looking at this particular icon, perhaps the first
thing that jumps out is the asymmetry of Jesus’ face. His
eyes don’t point in the same direction. His eyebrows,
mouth, and facial hair are not balanced. His right side is
soft and lit, while His left side is shadowy and harsh. What
is the artist’s purpose in this?

Cover up the left half of the icon so that the left side of
Jesus’ face is showing. Notice that he is entirely angry. His
eye rages and His mouth curls in disgust. This is Christ
condemning the goats whom He will place on the left in



the Judgment (M. 25:33, 41-45). The book
thac He holds in His hand is shut to them.
for they rejected the Gospel. And note
well: Jesus is not looking at you.

Now cover up the righe side of the icon
so that Jesus’ righe side is showing. Norice
how meek and kindly Jesus looks. His face
is peaceful, and He holds up His right
hand in blessing. This is Christ welcoming
the sheep into the kingdom cthat was pre-
pared for them from the foundation of the
world (M. 25:34-40). And natice His eye!
He isn't looking off to His righ, as if you,
the viewer, were somehow neicher a shee
on the right nor a goat on the left. But He
looks at you! His left eve looks at the goats
over there somewhere, but His righe eve
looks at His sheep, His dear lictle lambs,
and there you are, held in His gaze.

This is a call for steadfastness. On che
Last Day we know which eye we want
looking at us. The artisc has given us a
taste of what we desire, inspiring us to
press on toward the goal, to go to church,
to listen to God’s Word, to love our neigh-
bor and not the things of this world. May
the Lord preserve us steadfast in the crue

faich to life everlasting. @§

Rev. John Henry 111 is Pastor of St. James Lutheran Church in
Norchrop, MN and Zion Lucheran Church in Fairmonc, MN.
Rev. Andrew Richard is Assiscanc Pascor, Headmaster, and an
Upper Level Teacher at Mount Hope Lucheran Church and
School in Casper, WY.
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PHONE: 530-342-6085
Pastor's Phone: 801-910-6937
Office Manager’s Cell: 530-228-4240
EmAI1L: redeemerchicooffice@gmail.com
PASTOR’S EMAIL: pastorbd4est@gmail.com 4
WEB ADDRESS: www.redeemerchico.org

Facebook: facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranChico ;

Our Mission Statement
Welcome to Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, a community of believers saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus
Christ.
As a people enabled by the Spirit, we are committed to regular worship and the use of the sacraments, studying and
teaching the Bible, praying, using our gifts and talents in God’s service, for the caring and nurturing of others and sharing the
message of God'’s salvation so that God is glorified and all people may know Jesus as their Savior and Lord.

January/Fehruary 2025
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