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Rev. Brennan DeForest from the Pastor... 

 Dear Saints of Redeemer, 

Crux sola est nostra Theologia. “The cross 
alone is our theology.” During his lectures on 
the Psalms, Martin Luther spoke these words 
emphasizing the focus of all of Scripture and 
all of theology. Though of course, Martin 
Luther didn’t come up with this focus himself. 
He merely restated what the apostle Paul had 
written to one of the early Christian churches. “As for 
me, brothers, when I came to you, I did not come 
with superior speech or wisdom in order to 
proclaim to you the testimony of God. For I had 
no intention of knowing anything among you 
except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 
Corinthians 2:1–2). 

Jesus Christ crucified. “The cross [of Christ] 
alone is our theology.” Those words certainly became 
a theme of the Reformation, in addition to the 
Reformation slogans of Grace Alone, Faith Alone, 
Scripture Alone. And those words “the cross alone is 
our theology” have subsequently remained a theme 
and focus for our beloved Lutheran church. That’s 
why we emphasize Good Friday just as much as 
Easter Sunday. That’s why we still preach Christ 
crucified week-after-week. That’s why we read the 
Old and New Testaments with understanding, 
interpreting everything through the cross of Christ. 
That’s why we are led to be theologians of the cross, 
not theologians of glory. That’s why the dominant 
pieces of art in our sanctuaries and other spaces are 
crosses, or even better, crucifixes, crosses with the 
corpus, the body of Jesus on them. All of these, so 
that among one another we know nothing but Jesus 
Christ crucified. 

With all this in mind, in this installment regarding 
liturgical ceremonies, we’ll be talking about crosses, 
specifically, making the sign of the cross upon 
yourself. At the beginning of each Divine Service 
setting in our Lutheran Service Book, there is a rubric, 
a suggested instruction, in red italics, which states, 
“the sign of the cross + may be made by all in 
remembrance of their Baptism.” Since the cross alone 
is our theology, and since we know nothing among 
one another except Jesus Christ and Him crucified, 
how fitting that we can also mark ourselves with the 

sign of the cross. And we can do this in 
remembrance of our Baptism, for there, in 
those sanctifying waters, we were crucified 
and we were raised again to new life with 
Jesus Christ. Of course on the cross Jesus 
won forgiveness and life for the world, but 
the results of Jesus’ cross are delivered to us 
in a variety of ways, what we call the Means 

of Grace, which especially includes our Baptism. 
Thus, we can make the sign of the cross in 
remembrance of our Baptism because Baptism 
reinforces that theme that the cross alone is our 
theology.  

All of the above is the “why” behind making the 
sign of the cross. So what about the “how” and the 
“when”? Remember, marking yourself with the sign 
of the cross is a “may” rubric, it may be done or it 
may not be done, depending on your personal 
preference. Some may mark themselves with the 
cross more than others. In general, making the sign of 
the cross is a reminder of the results of Christ’s cross 
for you, so feel free to mark yourself with the sign of 
the cross when salvation is delivered to you, such as 
during the Absolution, while confessing that you 
believe in the life everlasting/life of the world to 
come in the Creeds, when praying to be delivered 
from evil in the Lord’s Prayer, when the elements are 
consecrated during the Service of the Sacrament, 
before you are about to receive the Lord’s Supper, 
and/or when you have received the Lord’s Supper and 
are being told to depart in peace. Feel free to also 
mark yourself with the sign of the cross when you 
remember your Baptism, such as when the Trinity is 
emphasized, since you are baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Instances where the Trinity is mentioned include the 
Invocation of the Divine Service, trinitarian hymns 
where one of the stanzas is marked with a triangle, 
the opening and closing of my sermons, and the 
Benediction of the Divine Service. As a general rule, 
if the pastor makes the sign of the cross, feel free to 
also mark yourself with the sign of the cross. And as 
for “how” to make the sign of the cross upon 
yourself, it’s as simple as touching your forehead, 
touching your sternum, touching the shoulder on the 
same side of the body as the 

Continued on page 4 
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Cඁඎඋർඁ Sඍൺൿൿ 
 

Rൾඏ. Bඋൾඇඇൺඇ DൾFඈඋൾඌඍ,  Pൺඌඍඈඋ 

Jൺർ඄ංൾ Vංൾංඋൺ, Oൿൿංർൾ Mൺඇൺ඀ൾඋ 

Dൺඏංൽ Bඎඇඍංඇ඀, Oඋ඀ൺඇංඌඍ 

Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ, Oඋ඀ൺඇංඌඍ 

Oൿൿංർൾඋඌ 

Jൺർඒ Kඋඈ඀ඁ, Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ 

Mൺඍඍ Mൺ඀ඎංඋൾ, Vංർൾ Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ 

Bඋඎർൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ, Fංඇൺඇർංൺඅ 

Mൺඇൺ඀ൾඋ 

Aൺඋඈඇ Aඌඁඐඈඋඍඁ, Sൾർඋൾඍൺඋඒ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Dൾൺർඈඇඌ 

* Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ 

Rඈൻൾඋඍ Rൾൺඇ 

Tංආඈඍඁඒ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Tඋඎඌඍൾൾඌ 

 Bඋඎർൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ 

* Kൾංඍඁ Sංൾආൾඇඌ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Eඏൺඇ඀ൾඅංඌආ 

* Tංආ Kඋൾඌඌංඇ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Fൾඅඅඈඐඌඁංඉ 

Lංඇൽൺ Aඅඅൾඇ 

Sඁൾඋඋං Hൺඋൽඒ 

Dංൺඇൾ Sർඈඍඍ 

Cൺඋඈඅ Vൺඋඅൾඒ 

Sඁංඋඅൾඒ Wංඅඌඈඇ 
 

Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Yඈඎඍඁ 

*Dංൺඇൾ Sർඈඍඍ 

 

*Bඈൺඋൽ Cඁൺංඋ 

 

 

Lutheran Hour Ministries:  https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions 

Higher Things:  https://higherthings.org/content#reflections  

Portals of Prayer:  https://www1.cph.org/portals/default.aspx 

Listen to good Lutheran radio programs at Lutheran Public 
Radio, Issues Etc., KFUO, St. Louis. 94.3 The Bridge. 

Children’s Sunday School is 8:45 a.m.   
Adult Sunday Bible class is  8:45 a.m. 
Thursday Bible Study is 9:30 a.m. 

Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Pඎൻඅංർ Rൺൽංඈ 

Dං඀ංඍൺඅ Dൺංඅඒ Dൾඏඈඍංඈඇඌ 

Rൾൽൾൾආൾඋ Fංඇൺඇർංൺඅ Sඎආආൺඋඒ 

 

Submit prayer requests to Pastor by email, text, 
voice mail, or in writing, using the form in the 

pew rack.  pastorbd4est@gmail.com 
 

(801) 910-6937 or (530) 342-6085 Opt 1 

 

CHURCH INCOME/EXPENSE – ACTUAL: 

January 1 - January 31, 2025 

OFFERING INCOME 13,408.01 

SCHOOL LEASE (5%) GENERAL FUND 381.91 

REDEEMER HOUSE INCOME 1,650.00 

FACILITY USE INCOME 00.00 

INTEREST INCOME 376.29 

TOTAL INCOME 15,816.21 

TOTAL EXPENSES 15,928.12 

NET INCOME -111.91 

RETAINED EARNINGS 95,946.23 

CURRENT BALANCE 95,834.32 
 

See the Office Manager for more information. 

Bංൻඅൾ Sඍඎൽංൾඌ 

Pൺඌඍඈඋ’ඌ Sൾඋආඈඇඌ 
KKXX.net - Tunein.com KKXX 930 AM, 103.9 FM 

Saturday & Sunday 1:00 & 5:00 PM 

Tඁൾ Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Hඈඎඋ 
KKXX.net  - Tunein.com KKXX 930 AM, 103.9 FM  

Saturday & Sunday 1:30 PM 
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William Baving 
1200 Springfield #110 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Brenda Bell 
678 Buttonwillow Ln #28 
Chico, CA  95926 
 
Patricia Bodi  
650 Manzanita Ave #115 
Chico, CA  95926 
 
Sonya Brown  
1351 E Lassen, #112 
Chico, CA  95973 
 
Paul DeGarmo  
2770 Sierra Ladera 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Jackie Eichelberger  
1199 Diablo #232 
Chico, CA  95973 
 
Esther Henry  
14 Discovery Way  
Chico, CA  95926 
 
Larry Pohlad 
2265 Maclovia Ave Apt 160 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Elaine Rubke 
1200 Springfield Dr #213 
Chico, CA  95928 
 
Emma Siemens 
1770 Humboldt Rd #202 
Chico, CA  95928 
 

 
 
 

Aർඈඅඒඍൾඌ:  
 Nൺඍൾ Gඋൺൽඈ 
  Yඎඁඎൺඇ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 

Aඅඍൺඋ Gඎංඅൽ: 
 Bඈඇඇංൾ Hඎඇඍ 
 Lංඇൽൺ Rൾൺඇ 
 Hൺඋඈඅൽ Uඋඇൾඌඌ 
 Lඈඎංඌൾ Uඋඇൾඌඌ 
 

Cඈඎඇඍൾඋ:  
 Pൺඍ Lංඅඅංൾ 
 

Dൾൺർඈඇ ඈൿ ඍඁൾ Mඈඇඍඁ 
Mൺඋർඁ 
 Tංආ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
Aඉඋංඅ 

 Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ 
 

Uඌඁൾඋඌ:  
 Tංආ Kඋൾඌඌංඇ 
 Jൺർඒ Kඋඈ඀ඁ 
 Tංආ Lൺඇ඀ൾ 
 Tංආ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 Yඎඁඎൺඇ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 

Dඋංඏൾඋඌ: 
 Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ 
 Bඋඎർൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ 
 Tංආ Kඋൾඌඌංඇ 

 
 

Hඈආൾൻඈඎඇൽ 
 

Mൺඋർඁ 
 03  Eඎ඀ൾඇൾ Lඈൿංඇ඄ 
 10  Nൺඍඁൺඇංൺඅ Gඋൺൽඈ 
 21  Cൺඋඌඈඇ Vൺඇൽൾඋආൺඍൾ 
 23  Kൺඋඅ Wൾංඇඋൾංർඁ, III 
 24 Sඏൾඍඅൺඇൺ Lංඍඏංඇൾඇ඄ඈ 
 25  Lൺർൾඒ Vൺඇൽൾඋආൺඍൾ 
 29  Aඇංඍൺ Wൾංඇඋൾංർඁ 
 31  Pൺඍඋංർංൺ Bඈൽං 
Aඉඋංඅ 
 04  Jඈඌඁඎൺ Vൺඇൽൾඋආൺඍൾ 
 06  Kൺඋඅ Jඈඋൽൺඇ 
 08  Cඁඋංඌඍංඇൾ Tඁඈආඉඌඈඇ 
 09  Aൻൻඒ DൾFඈඋൾඌඍ 
 10  Bඈൻ Rൾൺඇ 
 12  R. J. Jඈ඄ඌർඁ 
 13  Nංർඈඅൾ Wඁൾൾඅൾඋ 
 17  Tඁඈආൺඌ Hඈൿൿආൺඇ 
 19  Jඈඁඇ Tඁඈආൺඌඈඇ 
 21  Cൺඋඈඅ Wඁංඉඉඅൾ 
 22  Pൺඎඅ DൾGൺඋආඈ 
 23  Dඎඌඍඒ Lඈൿංඇ඄ 
 23  Mൾ඀ൺඇ Rൾൾඌ 
 26  Cඒඇൽංൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ 
 27  Jඈඁඇ Dඎඋൿൾൾ 
 30  Nൾൺඅൾ Sංඏൾඌංඇൽ 

Mൺඋർඁ 
 01  Lංඇൽൺ Aඅඅൾඇ 
 18  Eඎ඀ൾඇൾ Lඈൿංඇ඄ 
 20  Dൺඏංൽ Sඐൾൾඍ 
 23  Cൺඋඌඈඇ Vൺඇൽൾඋආൺඍൾ 
 24  Mൺඋඇඣ Sංඏൾඌංඇൽ 
 31  Nංർඈඅൾ Wඁൾൾඅൾඋ 
Aඉඋංඅ 
 03  Xංൺඈ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ 
 11  Rංർඁൺඋൽ Tඁඎඋආൺඇ 
 14  Aඇංඍൺ Wൾංඇඋൾංർඁ 
 16  Kൺඋඅ Jඈඋൽൺඇ 
 17  Tඁඈආൺඌ Hඈൿൿආൺඇ 
 18  Aൻൻඒ DൾFඈඋൾඌඍ 

 25  Mൺඋ඀ൾ Hඈඅൽൾඋൻൾංඇ 

Make donations at 
Vitalant 

555 Rio Lindo Ave.  
And tell them to credit 

your donation to  
Redeemer Lutheran 
Church 

Visit vitalant.org for information 

Tංආ Wൾඇඌඅൺൿൿ: Aඅඅൾඇ - Hඈൿൿංൾ 
Jൺඒ Eඋඐංඇ: Hඈൿൿආൺඇ - Rඎඌඍൺඇ 
Rඈൻൾඋඍ Rൾൺඇ: Sൺඐඒൾඋ - Zංൾ඀අൾඋ 

Dൾൺർඈඇ Aඌඌං඀ඇආൾඇඍඌ 

Sൾඋඏൺඇඍඌ BIRTHDAYS 

BAPTISMS 

 

Deadline  
May/June  

Redeemer Review  

April 20 

Gංඏൾ Bඅඈඈൽ ൺඇൽ Sൺඏൾ Lංඏൾඌ 



Brothers and Sisters, 
First, on behalf of myself and the entire Church 

Council, thank you for electing us to serve you this 
upcoming year.  Your trust to be good stewards of 
our congregation means a lot to us and we do not take 
that task lightly.  

I wanted to update you on some of the latest 
business that the Council has been working on.  
Primarily, our steadfast Trustees are working to 
spruce up the church not only for our upcoming 
anniversary celebration but as part of our ongoing 
efforts to ensure that our buildings and grounds are 
kept in optimal condition.  One project that has 
already been completed is new flooring in some 
rooms in the Sunday School wing.  Coming up when 
the weather is more amenable will be a new roof on 
that same wing, as well as a full exterior paint job on 
our buildings and parsonage.  We thank the voters 
who participated in our special voters’ assembly on 
February 2nd to approve those important projects.   

We are also on the quest for more volunteers to 
serve in various ways around the congregation.  
Primarily, we would love to see some additional 
members step up to serve as ushers and greeters for 
our Sunday service.  While we have a few stalwart 
members that are awesome and always willing to 
help, filling out our ranks with a few more would 
help out a lot.  There are also some boards, especially 
the Deacons, who could greatly benefit from another 
member or two.  If you feel called to serve in any 
capacity or would like more information feel free to 
reach out to Pastor, myself, Matt Maguire or your 
Deacon.   

Lastly, for updates on Council meetings and 
Voters’ Assemblies, you will find agendas, minutes 
and other information on the church’s webpage under 
“Announcements.”  Keeping our membership 
informed about congregational business is one of my 
goals this year.  

Gratefully in His service, 

Jacy Krogh 

 

Mark your calendars for 
a baby shower for Pastor 
and Abby DeForest on 
Sunday, April 6.  
If you'd like to help with 
planning, please see Lori 
Jordan or Bri Lofink  

Fඋඈආ ඍඁൾ Pൺඌඍඈඋ...Cඈඇඍංඇඎൾൽ 
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hand you’re using, and touching the opposite shoulder 
(so you don’t end with your arm like a chicken wing).  

I pray that this reflection on making the sign of 
the cross may be edifying to you whether you already 
mark yourself with the cross, are considering doing so, 
or think it’s not for you. Remember, this is a true 
adiaphora, so it matters not for your salvation whether 
you do or don’t do this. In fact, I’ll confess myself that 
up until a couple years ago, I felt those who marked 
themselves with the cross were uber-pious, doing so to 
demonstrate their self-righteousness, and so I never 
did the practice. But then, a spiritual father 
encouraged me to try it for a short amount of time, and 
when I began marking myself with the cross, I was 
better able to remember my Baptism and remember 
Jesus Christ crucified for me. I also took my inward 
faith and beliefs and became more comfortable 
expressing these outwardly. Thus, I haven’t stopped 
the practice since, and now I delight to make the sign 
of the cross to you, reminding you of your Baptism 
and reminding you of Christ crucified for you.  

Until next time, the Lord be with you, 

   ~Pastor DeForest 

2024 Qඎൺඋඍൾඋඅඒ Mංඌඌංඈඇඌ 

1Q Redeemer Charity Fund - $4,092.98; Faith 
Lutheran Church, Ukiah, California - $4,092.98 

2Q Missionary Dennis Meeker, Kenya - $3,740.80; 
Missionary Daniel Conrad, Mexico - $3,740.80; 
Pamela Boehle-Silva, Always Mercy Kenya - 
$3,740.79  

3Q Lutheran Heritage Foundation - $3,657.28; 
Luther Classical College, Casper, Wyoming  - 
$3,657.28; CNH District - $3,657.28 

4Q Women's Resource Clinic - $3,759.62; KKXX 
Sermons - $3,600; The Lutheran Hour - 
$3,759.61; Issues, Etc. - $500 

2025 Qඎൺඋඍൾඋඅඒ Mංඌඌංඈඇඌ 

1Q Redeemer Charity Fund; Faith Lutheran Church, 
Ukiah, California 

2Q Missionary Dennis Meeker, Kenya; Missionary 
Daniel Conrad, Latin America; Pamela Boehle-
Silva, Always Mercy Kenya  

3Q Lutheran Heritage Foundation; Luther Classical 
College, Casper, Wyoming; CNH District 

4Q Women's Resource Clinic; KKXX Sermons; The 
Lutheran Hour; Issues, Etc 

Fඋඈආ ඍඁൾ Cඈඇ඀උൾ඀ൺඍංඈඇൺඅ Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ 

Bൺൻඒ Sඁඈඐൾඋ - Aඉඋංඅ 6 



A baby shower was held for Aaron and Anrrina Ashworth on January 12 and just in the nick of time as their 
baby boy, Evan came into the world on January13. Evan Austin Ashworth was baptized on February 2. 
Congratulations! 
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Bൺൻඒ Sඁඈඐൾඋ ൿඈඋ Aൺඋඈඇ ൺඇൽ Aඇඋඋංඇൺ Aඌඁඐඈඋඍඁ  ๟ Bൺඉඍංඌආ ඈൿ Eඏൺඇ Aඎඌඍංඇ Aඌඁඐඈඋඍඁ 

Aඌඅൾൾඉ ංඇ Jൾඌඎඌ 

 

Anita Claire Johnson 

July 6, 1939 - January 28, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

Henry Lee DeGarmo 

August 6, 1957 - February 9, 

2025 

 

 

Charlotte “Judy” Moreno 

September 16, 1950 - February 20, 

2025 
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Mංඌඌංඈඇඌ - Vංർൺඋ Pൺඎඅ ๟ Cඈඎඋඍඇൾඒ Mඋඈർඓൾඇඌ඄ං - Pඎൾඋඍඈ Rංർඈ 
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Dൾൺർඈඇൾඌඌ Pൺආൾඅൺ Bඈൾඁඅൾ Sංඅඏൺ 
Aඅඐൺඒඌ Mൾඋർඒ 



 

Tඁൺඇ඄ Yඈඎ Wඁඈ Pඋඈඏංൽൾൽ Pඈංඇඌൾඍඍංൺඌ Dඎඋංඇ඀ Cඁඋංඌඍආൺඌ 
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Jerry Brandt in memory/honor of Rosemarie Brandt 
Jeanette Chevalier 
Paul & Kay Eagan in memory/honor of Our Lord and 

Savior 
Bob & Linda Rean 
Neale & Marné Sivesind in memory/honor of Leo & 

Louise Gloeden, Len & Fran Roberts, and Carl & 
Dina Sivesind 

Harold & Louise Urness in memory/honor of Alfred & Agnes Urness 
Carol Varley in memory/honor of Keith Varley and her parents 
Bernadine Wiggley in memory/honor of Anita Hartwing and William Werner 

Lඎඍඁൾඋൺඇ Hൾඋංඍൺ඀ൾ Fඈඎඇൽൺඍංඈඇ Rൾඏ. Dൺඇංൾඅ ๟ Kൺඍඁඒ Cඈඇඋൺൽ 
Lൺඍංඇ Aආൾඋංർൺ 
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Tඁൺඇ඄ ඒඈඎ ൿඋඈආ...  



Pඁඈඇൾ:  530-342-6085  
Pastor's Phone: 801-910-6937 
Office Manager’s Cell: 530-228-4240 
Eආൺංඅ:  redeemerchicooffice@gmail.com 
Pൺඌඍඈඋ’ඌ Eආൺංඅ:  pastorbd4est@gmail.com 
Wൾൻ Aൽൽඋൾඌඌ:  www.redeemerchico.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/RedeemerLutheranChico 
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Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod  
750 Moss Avenue 
Chico, CA  95926 
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Our Mission Statement 
Welcome to Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church, a community of believers saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus 

Christ.  
As a people enabled by the Spirit, we are committed to regular worship and the use of the sacraments, studying and 

teaching the Bible, praying, using our gifts and talents in God’s service, for the caring and nurturing of others and sharing the 
message of God’s salvation so that God is gloriÞed and all people may know Jesus as their Savior and Lord. 
 


