
St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Sunday September 21, 2025 
Divine Service III 

 
Confession and Absolution 

Please stand and face the processional cross at the rear of the church. 

 
Standing 

 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 



   Hymn of Invocation        Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death       LSB 697 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Kyrie  

 

 
 
 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Son of God, our blessed Savior Jesus Christ, You called Matthew 
the tax collector to be an apostle and evangelist. Through his 
faithful and inspired witness, grant that we also may follow You, 
leaving behind all covetous desires and love of riches; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

Sitting 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                 Ezekiel 2:8-3:11 
 
             P   The Old Testament Reading for the Festival of St. Matthew is written 
in Isaiah, chapter 11. 
 
  

 8“But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like 
that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9And 
when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and behold, a 
scroll of a book was in it. 10And he spread it before me. And it had 



writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words 
of lamentation and mourning and woe. 
 1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this 
scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” 2So I opened my mouth, and 
he gave me this scroll to eat. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your 
belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I 
ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey. 
 4And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak 
with my words to them. 5For you are not sent to a people of foreign 
speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel— 6not to many 
peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot 
understand. Surely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you. 7But 
the house of Israel will not be willing to listen to you, for they are not 
willing to listen to me. Because all the house of Israel have a hard 
forehead and a stubborn heart. 8Behold, I have made your face as hard 
as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. 9Like emery 
harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be 
dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house.” 10Moreover, he 
said to me, “Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive in 
your heart, and hear with your ears. 11And go to the exiles, to your 
people, and speak to them and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ 
whether they hear or refuse to hear.” 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Gradual Psalm 119:105, 103; 45:1a, c 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 
 and a light | to my path. 
How sweet are your words | to my taste,* 
 sweeter than honey | to my mouth! 
My heart overflows with a | pleasing theme;* 
 my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 

 
  

Epistle Ephesians 4:7–16 
P The Epistle is written in Ephesians, chapter 4. 
  
 7But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says, 

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
 and he gave gifts to men.” 

9(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the 
one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 



measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by 
every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 
each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Standing 
 

 

Alleluia  

 
 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting 
at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and 
followed him. 
 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and his 
disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when 
he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sitting 
 
 



Hymn of the Day            By Grace I’m Saved                                            LSB 566 

 

 

 

 
 
5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 
 
 
Sermon 

 
 

Standing 
 



Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

T T T 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 
      LSB 194 
 P    The Lord be with you. 

 C    And with your spirit. 
  

 P    Lift up your hearts. 

 C    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 P    Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 C    It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
 
Proper Preface  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected 
Your holy Church, in which the blessed apostles and evangelists 



proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with 
patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, with Your 
servant Matthew, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  

              

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 
The Words of Our Lord                                                                 LSB 197 
  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini 
 LSB 197 
P    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C    Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sitting 
 

 



Distribution Hymns 
Now Thank We All Our God                                                                                 LSB  895 
O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee                                                                            LSB 632 

 
Standing 

Nunc Dimittis 
 LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 Thanksgiving 
 LSB 200 

P    O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C    and His mercy endureth forever. 

 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
 
 
 

Benedicamus 
 LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Benediction  
 LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Hymn to Depart       O God of Mercy, God of Might                           LSB 852 
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