
 

 

 

 

 

Service of Light 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2025 

 



Standing 
 
 
 

 
Please turn to face the processional candle as it enters. Tip unlit candle to receive the fire 
from your neighbor’s candle. 
 

 
 

Hymn       From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                                     LSB 358 
 
Soloist:  

       From heav’n above to earth I come 
      To bear good news to ev’ry home; 

  Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
  Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 
All 

                          “To you this night is born a child 
                            Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
                            This little child of lowly birth 
                           Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
           

Soloist: 
          

Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 
                             And see what in the manger lies. 
                             Who is this child, so young and fair? 
                              It is the Christ Child lying there. 

 
All 

 
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

            Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
                             You came to share my misery 
                            That You might share Your joy with me. 

 
 

Organ interlude 
 
 
Soloist: 

 
                              Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
                              Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
                              A quiet chamber set apart 
                             For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

 
 
 



All 
My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep. 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 
Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

 

Versicles  
P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it. 

  
P On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned. 
C We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son 

who came from the Father. 
  
P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 

Hymn                What Child Is This                                                            LSB 370 

 

 

 

 

 



Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 
P   We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without beginning and 
without end. Through Christ You are the creator and preserver of the 
whole world; but above all, You are His God and Father, the giver of the 
Spirit, and the ruler of all that is, seen and unseen. You made the day for 
the works of light and the night for the refreshment of our weakness. O 
loving Lord and source of all that is good, mercifully accept our evening 
sacrifice of praise. As You have conducted us through the day and 
brought us to night's beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant us a 
peaceful evening and a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to 
everlasting life through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, 
and power to You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and 
ever. 

C   Amen. 
 

Please extinguish candles 
 

Hymn        Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising                              LSB 375 
 
Soloist:  

Come, your hearts and voices raising, 
Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 

Loudly sing His love amazing, 
    Worthy folk of Christendom. 

 
Christ, from heav’n to us descending 

And in love our race befriending; 
In our need His help extending, 

    Saved us from the wily foe. 

 
All 

 

 

 
 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 
When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 
    That Your love has set us free. 



6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 
From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 
    Till we join Your choir above. 

 

 

Collect for Christmas Eve 
P Let us pray. 
 O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth 

of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully 
receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold 
Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 

 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 
 
 
 
First Reading Isaiah 7:10-14 

 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep 
as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test.” And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his 
name Immanuel.  

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Hymn                 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming                                              LSB 359 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Second Reading                          1 John 4:7-16 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 
his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 
Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides 
in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him.  
 

 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Hymn       Now Sing We, Now Rejoice                                                    LSB 386 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Third Reading             Titus 2:11-14 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us 
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his 
own possession who are zealous for good works. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

  

 

 

 

 



Hymn           On Christmas Night All Christians Sing                             LSB 377 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Fourth Reading                          Micah 5:2-5a 

 
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up 
until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his 
brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth. And he shall be their peace. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn         O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                  LSB 361 
 
All: 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 
 
All: 
2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
    Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
    And peace to all the earth! 
 
 
Soloist: 
3 How silently, how silently 
    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
    The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
    But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
    The dear Christ enters in. 
 
 
All: 
4 O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
    Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
    Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
    The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
    Our Lord Immanuel! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 



Fifth Reading                                       Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 

Son. 

 

Hymn               Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                                            LSB 374 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Sermon 
 

Prayer  

 
Please stand 

 
 

 

Litany  
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For [name of president], for all public servants, for the government 

and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue: 
  



P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us 
give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
 

                P  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
 
 

  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
 
 
  
P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 
C To You, O Lord. 
 
 

Collect for Peace 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 
 

Magnificat Soloist 
 

 



 
Tip the unlit candle to receive the light from your neighbor’s candle. 

 
 
 

 
Reading Luke 2:1–20 

  
 
 

Hymn                  Silent Night, Holy Night                                                     LSB 363 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Benediction LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 Please extinguish candles and return them after the service. 
 
  

  



 

Hymn to Depart     Angels We Have Heard on High                             LSB  368 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt.  Text and tune: French Text and tune: Public domain 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
 
 
 

Christmas Day 
9:00 am -Divine Service 

 
 

December 28th 
9:00 am – Bible Study 

10:00 am Divine Service 
 
 

December 31st (Wednesday) 
New Year’s Eve 
12:15pm - Service 


