Divine Service III
December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday in Advent

Confession and Absolution

After the bells ring, please stand and turn to face the processional cross.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

P

In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 184
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Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 184
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution LSB 185
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Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the

- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Entrance Hymn O Bless the Lord, My Soul LSB 814
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all with - in me join
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mer - cies lie
3 'Tis He for - gives thy sins; °'Tis He re - lieves thy pain;
4 Hecrownsthy life with love  When ran - somed from the grave;
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And aid mytongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di - vine.
For-got-ten in  un-thank-ful - ness And with-out prais-es die!
'Tis He that heals thy sick-ness - es And makesthee young a - gain.
He that re-deemed my soul from hell Hath sov - ’reign pow’r to save.
5  He fills the poor with good;
He gives the suffrers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for th’oppressed.
6  His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His beloved Son.
Service of the Word
Kyrie LSB 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(] The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.

(P} Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sitting

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-19
(P] The Old Testament Reading for the Fourth Sunday in Advent is
written in Deuteronomy, chapter 18.

15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 6just as
you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LorD my God or
see this great fire any more, lest I die.” 7And the LORD said to me, ‘They
are right in what they have spoken. 181 will raise up for them a prophet
like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 29And
whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I
myself will require it of him.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 145:18, 21

The LORD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.

Epistle Philippians 4:4-7
(P] The Epistle is written in Philippians, chapter 4.

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ¢do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Standing

Alleluia . LSB 190
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Al-le - lu - ia. Allle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel John 1:19-28
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 2°He confessed, and did not
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 22And they asked him, “What
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And
he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to
give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him,
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah,
nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but
among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me,
the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures



and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life ‘I of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon

Sitting
Hymn of the Day O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357
3030y
Standing
Offertory LSB 192
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.



Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface

) — —

And with thy spir - it
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(P) Lift wup  your hearts.
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(P Let us give thanks un-to the Lord, our God.

It is meet and right so to  do.

Proper Preface
(P) Itis truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John
the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the
very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be
revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

LSB 194

LSB 195

Sanctus
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho-san-na in the high -est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that com-eth in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na,ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196

@ Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My - body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My *I- blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini LSB 197
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[P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.
Agnus Dei LSB 198
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak - est a-way the sin ofthe
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tak -est a-way the sin of theworld, havemer-cyup-on us.
ﬁ 4 | ] ] A | p— |
T T | 1 | T | N1 I 1 [ | |
| | | I —
O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the
o) | | . | . n
1 | I | | I I 1 | 1T n I I | | M| i |
I - I ol 1T ‘I T #
world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
Sitting
Distribution Hymn A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383
Distribution Hymn My Soul Rejoices LSB 933

Standing



Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
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be, world with - out end. A -men.

Thanksg%ving LSB 200
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er



Post-Communion Collect
(P} Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
Salutation LSB 201
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And with thy  spir - it.
Benedicamus LSB 202
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Bless we the Lord.

i

Benediction LSB 202
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand I+ give you peace.
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Hymn to Depart In Thee Is Gladness
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1 In Thee is glad - ness A - mid all sad - ness, Je - sus,
2 Since He is ours, ____ We fear no pow - ers, Not of
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earth nor sin nor death. He sees and bless - es In worst dis -
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tress-es; He can change them with a breath. Where-fore the
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sto - ry Tell of His glo - ry With hearts and voic - es; All heav’'n re-
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cure-ly; He stands for - ev - er: Al-le- lu - ia! Our hearts are
joic-es In Him for - ev - er: Al-le-lu - ia! We shout for
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pin - ing To see Thy shin - ing, Dy - ing or liv - ing
glad - ness, Tri-umph o’er sad - ness, Love Him and praise Him

To Thee are cleav - ing; Naught can us sev - er: Al-le-lu-ia!
And still shall raise Him Glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le-lu-ia!
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Advent Schedule

Week of December 215t
4% Sunday in Advent
Bible Study 9:00 am
Divine Service 10:00 am

Christmas Eve
Wednesday December 24th
6:00 pm service

Christmas Day
Thursday December 25t
Divine Service 9:00 am
*No Bible Study

Week of December 28th

First Sunday after Christmas

Sunday
Bible Study 9:00 am
Divine Service 10:00 am

Wednesday
Dec 31t 12:15 pm - service

Special Voters meeting TODAY  (Revised Budget)

There will be a very short special voter assembly meeting on Sunday, December
21 after the Divine Service to vote on the revised 2026 budget
(now version "3"). Corrections were made which adjusted the totals.



