
Divine Service III    
January 11, 2026 
Baptism of Our Lord 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 

  

After the bells ring, please stand and turn to face the processional cross 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Entrance Hymn       Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain                     LSB 487 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Service of the Word 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You 
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy 
Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their 
calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
Sitting 



Old Testament Reading Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–17 

 
P The Old Testament Reading for The Baptism of Our Lord is written 

in Joshua, chapter 3. 
  
 1Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. 
And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged 
there before they passed over. 2At the end of three days the officers went 
through the camp 3and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical 
priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. . . . 
 7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight 
of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you. 8And as for you, command the priests who bear the ark of the 
covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you 
shall stand still in the Jordan.’” . . . 
 13“And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the 
LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters 
coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” 
 14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan 
with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15and 
as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water 
(now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 
16the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very 
far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing 
down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut 
off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground 
in the midst of the Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground 
until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:26–31 
P The Epistle is written in 1 Corinthians, chapter 1. 
  
 26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were 
of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, 
whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Standing 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 
Verse of the Day Psalm 143:10 

Alleluia. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good 
Spirit lead me on level ground! Alleluia. (Repeat Alleluia.) 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
  

 
  
 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized 
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up 
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 
17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 



     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Sitting 
 

Hymn of the Day          To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord                    LSB 405 
 

Sermon 

TTT 
 

Standing 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 



Installation of Board Members and Officers 
 
Prayer of the Church  
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism 
Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the 
Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
 
               P     Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 
you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 
this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Sitting 
 

Distribution Hymn            In the Cross of Christ I Glory                        LSB 427 

Distribution Hymn            God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It                LSB 594 

                Standing 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 

  
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 
in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

 

  



Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
Hymn to Depart                   All Who Believe and Are Baptized             LSB 601 
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THANK YOU 
 

 

Dear St. John's,  
How richly Jesus has blessed our life together, and how kind it was of you to be so generous 
toward my family and me at Christmas. I am grateful for your provision that allows me to 
serve you--you take very good care of us! May the Lord Jesus remember the refreshment 
you provide to the minister He has sent. 
 
With thanks to God for you,  
Pr Kennell 

  

Dear St. John’s Church Family, 
Thank you so much for your very kind and generous Christmas gift! We’re so fortunate and 
blessed at St. John’s to be a part of such a wonderful and loving church family. I pray that 
you all had a great Christmas and wish you a happy and healthy New Year. I love you and 
I’m so thankful for you! 
Love, 
Nancy 



 

 
Happy New Year, St. John's! 
 
Please accept my thanks for your generous Christmas gifts. It is nice to be recognized and 
appreciated! However, what Liz and I are really impressed with, and extremely thankful for, 
are your gifts and prayers for "our little guy" Elijah (Eli). His personal challenges are many, 
but he's a real fighter, and lately seems happier than we've ever seen him. God is watching 
over him! A popular hymn text reads, "The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness 
faileth never; I nothing lack if I am His and He is mine forever." Blessings to you all! 
 
Sincerely, 
John Cook 

 

Dear St. John’s, 

I would like to sincerely thank you for the generous Christmas gift. I am very appreciative of 
your kindness, generosity, and continued support. It is a blessing to be part of such a loving 
and faithful congregation going into my 5th year – feels like just yesterday. Thank you again. 

Blessings to all  
Bernie 

 
 
 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Board Members and Officers for 2026 

Elders                                                                  
Rob Pierce  
Mark Matthews 
Jack Bailey  

Trustees  
Kevin Huffmaster, Head Trustee  
Dennis Childress 
Gary Bass  

Board of Directors  
Brett Bailey 
Mike Wallace  
Patricia Pierce  

Officers  
A. J. Bahl, President  
Pete Hopkins, Vice-President  
Carolin Hopkins, Secretary  

 
 


